
Written Statement - Lance Holtzclaw

To Chairman Cruz, Ranking Member Cantwell, and all distinguished members of the Committee, thank you for the opportunity to appear before you today.
 
My name is Lance Holtzclaw, and I am a football student-athlete at the University of Utah. It is an honor to be here representing current and future student-athletes across the country.
 
My journey to this table began in my hometown of Dorchester, Massachusetts, but during my sophomore year of high school I moved to Mesa, Arizona. Sports became a major part of my life at an early age and helped teach me discipline, resilience, accountability, teamwork and what true brotherhood looks like. Since Pop Warner football, I dreamed of competing at the collegiate level while pursuing an education that would prepare me for life after sports. I would like to thank my parents, Anika Garcia and Hubert Holtzclaw, whose unwavering support, guidance, and sacrifices have made my journey possible.
 
In high school, I was recruited during the COVID-19 pandemic. Recruiting visits were limited, evaluation periods were disrupted, seasons were cut short or canceled, and many of us were forced to make life-changing decisions under circumstances no previous generation had experienced.
 
Following high school, I attended the University of Washington, where I started competing at the highest level of college football. During that time, our team won the Alamo Bowl, captured the final Pac-12 Championship, won the Sugar Bowl, and advanced to the College Football Playoff National Championship Game.
 
I then transferred to the University of Utah, where I earned my degree in Sociology and still have one season of eligibility remaining after a Las Vegas Bowl victory over Nebraska in 2025.  Throughout my college career, I have experienced college athletics across the Pac-12, Big Ten, and Big 12 conferences, giving me a firsthand view of how conference realignment has reshaped the student-athlete experience.
 
I want to thank this Committee for recognizing the importance of including student-athletes in conversations about the future of college sports. While I may not have the titles or experience of others testifying today, I bring a perspective that cannot be replicated: the perspective of a student-athlete living through these changes in real time.
 
I have experienced the impact of NIL, the transfer portal, conference realignment, evolving eligibility rules, and the many changes shaping modern college athletics. These issues are often discussed through the lens of policy, economics, and governance, but behind every decision are real students balancing academics, athletics, personal development, and preparation for life.
 
That is why the student-athlete voice must remain part of these conversations. Decisions about college athletics should not be made solely for student-athletes but made with student-athletes.
 
College athletics has provided me with incredible opportunities, relationships, and experiences that have helped elevate my life in tremendous ways. I believe strongly in preserving those opportunities for future generations while continuing to improve a system that serves the student-athletes at its center.
 
Thank you again for the opportunity to be here today. I am honored to represent the student-athlete community, and I look forward to sharing my perspective with the Committee.

