
  

 

 

June 1, 2026 

 

The Honorable Ted Cruz 

U.S. Senate 

167 Russell Senate Office Building 

Washington, DC 20510 

Ryan_Cannon@commerce.senate.gov 

 

The Honorable Maria Cantwell 

U.S. Senate 

511 Hart Senate Office Building 

Washington, DC 20510 

christian_chiles@cantwell.senate.gov 

 

The Honorable Eric Schmitt 

U.S. Senate 

404 Russell Senate Office Building 

Washington, DC 20510 

MK_Fedorchak@schmitt.senate.gov 

 

The Honorable Chris Coons 

U.S. Senate 

218 Russell Senate Office Building 

Washington, DC 20510 

brian_winseck@coons.senate.gov 

Dear Senators Cruz, Cantwell, Schmitt and Coons 

 

As Presidents, Chancellors, current and former Board Chairs and governing Board 

Members of colleges and universities across the United States, we write to express our enthusiastic 

support for the Protect College Sports Act of 2026 and its comprehensive effort to reform 

college athletics. 

 

Intercollegiate athletics are an essential ingredient in our educational mission, providing over 

550,000 student-athletes annually with unparalleled opportunities for academic achievement, 

leadership development, social mobility and lifelong success. The current fragmented state-by-

state system has only produced confusion, compliance challenges, competitive imbalance and 

financial distress. Thoughtful and comprehensive reform, such as the Protect College Sports Act 

of 2026, will provide much needed stability while preserving access, opportunity and increased 

revenue, as well as underscoring the values that distinguish collegiate athletics and make our 

academic mission the envy of the world. 

 

As a group, we live in the world of higher education daily.  We recognize the complexity of these 

issues and appreciate your leadership in pursuing a comprehensive, balanced, bipartisan and 

durable framework. The United States remains the only country in the world whereby a 

young adult can attain a world class education and compete at the highest level of athletics.  We 

stand ready to work with you and key stakeholders to ensure that the Protect College Sports Act 

of 2026 is passed and reflects our academic mission and the needs of student-athletes and sustains 

the long-term vitality of college athletics nationwide. 
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Thank you for your dedicated work and continued commitment to higher education and 

intercollegiate athletics. 
 

Sincerely,  

 
Casey Adams 

President’s Leadership Council 

Brigham Young University 

 

Amy Roach Bailey 

Trustee & Chair of Academic Affairs 

Texas Christian University 

 

Steve Ballentine 

Trustee & Chair of Athletics Committee 

Syracuse University 

 

Michael Benson 

President 

West Virginia University 

 

Larry Benz 

Chairman of the Board 

University of Louisville 

 

Mike Berry 

Trustee 

Texas Christian University 

 

Gerry Bradley 

President 

University of Louisville 

 

Betsy Cantwell 

President 

Washington State University 

 

Alex Cartwright 

President 

University of Central Florida 

 

Bill Christy 

Vice Chair of the Board 

University of Central Florida 

 

 

 

Ken Coit 

Benefactor 

University of Arizona 

 

David Cook 

President 

Iowa State University 

 

Phil Collins 

Former Board Chair 

University of Cincinnati 

 

Michael Corey 

President’s Athletic Advisory Council 

University of Central Florida 

 

Michael Crow 

President 

Arizona State University 

 

Kelly Damphousse 

President 

Texas State University 

 

Jim Detterick 

Foundation Board Chair 

Colorado State University 

 

Rick Dickson 

Interim President 

University of Tulsa 

 

Digger Earles 

Benefactor 

Louisiana State University 

 

Spencer Eccles 

National Advisory Board member & Benefactor 

University of Utah 
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Taylor Eighmy 

President 

University of Texas, San Antonio 

 

Curtis Farmer 

Chairman of the Board 

Wake Forest University 

 

Paul Foster 

Former Board Chair, University of Texas 

Benefactor, Baylor University 

 

Chris Franklin 

Trustee 

Oklahoma State University 

 

Alan Friedman 

Trustee 

Texas Christian University 

 

Jeremy Fudge 

Regent 

Baylor University 

 

Suresh Garimella 

President 

University of Arizona 

 

Gordon Gee 

Former President 

Ohio State, West Virginia, Vanderbilt 

 

Cary Gray 

Former Regent 

Baylor University 

 

Jay Hartzell 

President 

Southern Methodist University 

 

Mike Haynie 

Chancellor & President 

Syracuse University 

 

 

 

 

Larry Heard 

Former Regent 

Baylor University 

 

David Herche 

Benefactor 

University of Cincinnati 

 

Jim Hess 

President 

Oklahoma State University 

 

Dan Hord 

Former Regent 

Baylor University 

 

Chris Howard 

Executive Vice President & Chief Operating 

Officer 

Arizona State University 

 

Sarah Hubbard 

Trustee & Former Board Chair 

University of Michigan 

 

Rusty Hutson 

Chairman of the Board 

West Virginia University 

 

Harrison Keller 

President 

University of North Texas 

 

Brendan Kelly 

President 

Eastern Michigan University 

 

Tanya Kelly-Bowry 

Vice President Emerita 

University of Colorado 

 

Renu Khator 

President 

University of Houston 
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Johnny Lawson 

Former Board Chair 

Virginia Tech 

 

Richard Linton 

President 

Kansas State University 

 

Linda Livingstone 

President 

Baylor University 

 

Humberto Lopez 

National Board of Advisors & Benefactor 

University of Arizona 

 

Anthony Lubrano 

Trustee 

Pennsylvania State University 

 

Oliver Luck 

Board Member 

West Virginia University 

 

Lee Mallett 

Chairman of the Board 

Louisiana State University 

 

Jeremy May 

Foundation Board Member & Past Chair 

University of Colorado 

 

Drayton McLane 

Former Board Chair 

Baylor University 

 

David Miller 

Former Board Chair 

Southern Methodist University 

 

Kyle Miller 

Trustee 

Southern Methodist University 

 

 

 

 

Kit Moncrief 

Chairwoman of the Board 

Texas Christian University 

 

Jack Moore 

Chairman of the Board 

University of Houston 

 

Brad Mortensen 

President 

Utah State University 

 

Rick Muncrief 

Benefactor & OSU Hall of Fame Inductee 

Oklahoma State University 

 

Ron Murff 

Former Board Chair 

Baylor University 

 

Amy Parsons 

President 

Colorado State University 

 

Katia Passerini 

President 

Gonzaga University 

 

Todd Patterson 

Chairman of the Board 

Baylor University 

 

Gary Pierson 

Former Board Chair 

University of Oklahoma 

 

Neville Pinto 

President 

University of Cincinnati 

 

Dan Pullin 

Chancellor 

Texas Christian University 
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Taylor Randall 

President 

University of Utah 

 

Ricky Raven 

Regent 

University of Houston 

 

Shane Reese 

President 

Brigham Young University 

 

Rusty Reid 

Trustee 

Texas Christian University 

 

Mark Rountree 

Former Board Chair 

Baylor University 

 

Wade Rousse 

President 

Louisiana State University 

 

Todd Saliman 

President 

University of Colorado 

 

Timothy Sands 

President 

Virginia Tech 

 

Lawrence Schovanec 

President 

Texas Tech University 

 

Justin Schwartz 

Chancellor 

University of Colorado 

 

Jeremiah Shinn 

Interim President, Boise State University 

Incoming President, University of Montana 

 

 

 

Dary Stone 

Former Board Chair 

Baylor University 

 

Charles Sukup 

Benefactor, Former Foundation Board of 

Governors Member, & Professor  

Iowa State University 

 

Rich Templeton 

Board Chair 

Southern Methodist University 

 

Derek Thompson 

Benefactor 

Kansas State University 

 

Dan Toscano 

Board Chair 

University of Connecticut 

 

Malcolm Turner 

Chairman of the Board 

University of North Carolina-Chapel Hill 

 

Rick Walker 

Chairman of the Board 

Oklahoma State University 

 

Susan Wente 

President 

Wake Forest University 

 

Heather Wilson 

President 

University of Texas, El Paso 

 

Dustin Womble 

Vice Chair of the Board 

Texas Tech University 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


