Nnited States Senate

April 14, 2026

The Honorable Susan Collins The Honorable Patty Murray
United States Senate United States Senate

413 Dirksen Senate Office Building 154 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510 Washington, DC 20510

The Honorable Jerry Moran The Honorable Chris Van Hollen
United States Senate United States Senate

521 Dirksen Senate Office Building 730 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510 Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Chair Collins, Vice Chair Murray, Chair Moran, and Ranking Member Van Hollen,

As our communities confront the escalating threat of extreme weather events, we are writing to
underscore the importance of adequate funding for the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration's (“NOAA”) Hurricane Hunter fleet. NOAA’s procurement of additional aircraft
is required to maintain life-saving hurricane, atmospheric river, and other forecasts and warnings
that are essential to safeguard lives and property. We urge you to include robust funding for
aircraft operations, not less than $11 million to finalize the acquisition of a second G550, and
$357 million to purchase an additional C-130J aircraft in FY2027.

Hurricane Hunters provide critical data required for forecasting storms in the North Atlantic,
East Pacific, and Central Pacific basins. These specialized aircraft are flown through storms by
NOAA to gather data needed to accurately model and better predict storm tracks and intensity.
The data from Hurricane Hunters are vital to public safety and economic and national security.
Federal, state, tribal, and local emergency managers rely on these forecasts to pre-position
lifesaving and life-sustaining resources to communities in the storm’s path and determine when
and where evacuations should occur. For example, Hurricane Hunter data saved over $563
billion in evacuation costs in August 2020 during the accurate Hurricane Laura forecast.

As rising air and ocean temperatures intensify the strength and number of hurricanes and other
forms of extreme weather, NOAA’s hurricane hunters are only becoming more important. From
2016 to 2019, there was a 40% increase in hurricane mission flights, and during the 2025
hurricane season, NOAA flew 63 hurricane flights totaling 417 flight hours. In the last decade,
26 hurricanes have made landfall in the United States, including eight Category 4 or 5
hurricanes. These destructive storms are both deadly and costly. In 2024, record-breaking
Hurricane Helene caused over 250 fatalities and $78.7 billion in damages in the United States.

Hurricane Hunters also provide crucial observations of atmospheric rivers. According to NOAA,
the average atmospheric river carries an amount of water roughly equivalent to the Mississippi
River and can produce extreme rainfall, flooding, and landslides. From late December 2022 to



January 2023, a series of nine atmospheric rivers released trillions of gallons of water on the
western U.S., causing more than 700 reported landslides, at least 21 deaths, and more than 1,400
landslide rescues. Estimates show that flood damages in the western U.S. caused by atmospheric
rivers could increase from the $1 billion we currently see every year to $2.3 billion - $3.2 billion
by the 2090s. Since 2016, NOAA aircraft have been flying into atmospheric rivers from January
to mid-March. But in 2022, after several unexpected fall storms the year prior, NOAA began
flights in November to collect data when atmospheric rivers can cause some of their worst
impacts, creating an overlapping window with the end of the Atlantic and Pacific hurricane
season and further straining limited resources. Flights flown in December 2025 helped protect
lives and property during historic flooding from an atmospheric river that dropped five trillion
gallons of rain in the state of Washington.

NOAA reported that it has limited options to extend the service life of its aging aircraft. Its
existing Hurricane Hunters are predicted to reach or exceed their service life by 2030 as the
aircraft approach almost 50 years in service. On several occasions NOAA’s aircraft have been
grounded or unable to complete their mission for technical or maintenance issues. For example,
in the 24 hours before Hurricane Idalia made landfall in Florida this year, NOAA had to ground
its last remaining Hurricane Hunter due to a generator failure.

NOAA published an updated Aircraft Plan in 2022 that identifies an operational requirement to
procure four new Hurricane Hunter aircraft. Recognizing the increasing threat of atmospheric
rivers and other storms, Congress authorized up to six Hurricane Hunters in the National Defense
Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2022 (P.L. 117-81). Appropriations for aircraft procurement in
recent years include $120 million in FY 18, $20 million in FY21, $13 million in FY22 with an
additional $100 million in the Inflation Reduction Act, $4 million in FY23 with an additional
$327.7 million in the Disaster Relief Supplemental Appropriations Act, $4.5 million FY24 with a
net increase of $9 million from reprogramming and an additional $399 million in the FY25
Disaster Relief Supplemental Appropriations Act, and $7 million in FY25 and FY26. With this
support, NOAA has:

* purchased a G-550 aircraft which is being modified for science at Gulfstream facilities in
Brunswick, GA;
funded a portion of a second G-550;
funded the first two C-130J aircraft;
has not purchased a third or fourth C-130J; and
set up a program office for aircraft acquisition, bringing on professional program
managers and engineers to manage all current and future acquisition programs.

To procure the authorized aircraft, NOAA needs an additional $11 million for the second G-550
and more than $1billion for the full complement of C-130J Hurricane Hunters.

We thank you for your ongoing support in securing the necessary funding for the full
replacement, expansion, and operations of NOAA's Hurricane Hunter fleet, and urge you to
include robust operational funding and not less than $368 million for aircraft acquisitions in FY
2027. The timeline from purchase of these aircraft to fully operational is typically five or more
years, and with the current fleet’s predicted end of service life by 2030, investments must be



made today to ensure continuity of operations and safeguard lives, property, and critical
infrastructure from the escalating threats of extreme weather events.

Thank you for your attention to this important matter.
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Maria Cantwell
United States Senator
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Andy Kimt
United States Senator

o VO Lann

Ron Wyden ()
United States Senator

Sincerely,
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Alex Pddilla’
United States Senator
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Raphael Warnock
United States Senator



