MENT NO. Calendar No.
Purpose: To appropriate more funds for the Federal Commu-
nication Commission’s “rip and rveplace” program, to
require a speetrum auction, and for other purposes.

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES—118th Cong., 2d Sess.

$5.2238

To direet the Assistant Sceretary of Commerce for Commu-
nications and Information to develop a National Strat-
egv to Close the Digital Divide, and for other purposes.

Referred to the Committee on and
ordered to be printed

Ordered to lie on the table and to be printed

AMENDMENT intended to be proposed by Mr. SCHMITT to
the amendment (No. g ) proposed by Mr. CRUZ

Viz: P /"50 g%*/ﬁd/ m#%r//d/paggy/ﬁ be /héd/é%/'ﬂJCf%
1 “Mtheappropriste place nsurtthe-following. /¢ ﬁ/m,@:

SEC. . ADDITIONAL “RIP AND REPLACE” FUNDING;

SPECTRUM REAUCTION.
(a) ADDITIONAL “RipP AND REPLACE” FUNDING.—
(1) INCREASE IN EXPENDITURE LIMIT.— See-
tion 4(k) of the Secure and Trusted Communica-
tions Networks Act of 2019 (47 U.S.C. 1603(k)) is
amended by striking “$1,900,000,000” and insecrt-
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ing “$4,980,000,000".
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-(2) APPROPRIATION OF ruNDs.—There 18 ap-
le'Q])i'i'z{‘t.e(l to the Federal Communications Cominis-
sion for fiscal vear 2024, out of amounts in the
Treasury not otherwise appropriated,
$3,080,000,000, to remain available until expended,
to carry out section 4 of the Sceure and Trusted
(‘fommunications Networks Act of 2019 (47 U.S.C.
1603).

(h) SPECTRUM REAUCTION.—
(1) FCC ATCTION 97 REAUCTION OF (‘ERTAIN

LICENSES.—Not later than 1 year after the date of

onactment of this Aet, the Federal Communications
(Clommission shall initiate a system of competitive
hidding under section 309() of the (Communications
Act of 1934 (47 U.S.C. 309(j)) to orant licenses for
speetrum in the inventory of the Commission within
the bands of frequencies referred to hy the Commis-
gion as the “AWS-3 bands”, without regard to
whether the authority of the Commission under
paragraph (11) of that seetion has expired.

(2) COMPLETION OF rEAUCTION.—The Federal
(‘ommunications Commission shall complete the sys-
tem of competitive bidding deseribed in subsection
(a), inchuding receiving payments, processing appli-

cations, and granting licenses, without regard to
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1 whether the authority of the Commission under
2 paragraph (11) of section 309() of the Communica-

2 tions Act of 1934 (47 U.8.C. 309(j)) has expired.



