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December 3, 2021

The Honorable Joseph R. Biden, Jr.
President of the United States

The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20500

Dear Mr. President,

As members of the U.S. Senate Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation, we
request officials from your Administration, including members of the Supply Chain Disruptions
Task Force, to come before the Committee for a closed briefing to discuss the challenges and
opportunities currently facing our transportation supply chain.

The ongoing freight transportation congestion impacts nearly every aspect of our economy and is
felt by all Americans. Since last summer, U.S. manufacturers, retailers, consumers, and workers
have experienced enormous freight and supply chain congestion. These issues are further
exacerbated by the upcoming holiday season, as demand for goods increases.

We have heard from many stakeholders about the complexity of moving such a vast amount of
cargo as well as the associated delays and increased costs in freight transportation. We have all
seen the images of cargo vessels lined up for miles off the West Coast waiting to dock. This
Committee would benefit from the opportunity to learn how your Administration is addressing
the ongoing crisis and discuss potential solutions.

There are steps that can be taken within both the government and private sector to support the
movement of goods in the near term. We recognize that implementation of the bipartisan
infrastructure bill will provide long-term investments in our nation’s roads, bridges, ports,
railroads, and other physical infrastructure, as well as workforce programs to help address the
truck driver shortage. Nevertheless, we are interested in discussing the actions the
Administration is taking in the short-term to address supply chain congestion.

We look forward to a productive dialogue with you on how we can address the unprecedented
levels of freight congestion. Please do not hesitate to contact us with any questions you may
have.

Sincerely,
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