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To award grants to certain institutions of higher education to educate and
train students to participate in the telecommunieations workforce.

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES

Mr. WICKER (for himself, Ms. SINEMaA, and Mr. ScorT of South Carclina)
introduced the following bill; which was read twice and referred to the
Committee on

A BILL

To award grants to certain institutions of higher education
to educate and train students to participate in the tele-

communications workforce.

o

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives of the United States of America in Congress assembled,
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the “Improving Minority
Participation and Carecers in Telecommunications Act” or
the “IMPACT Act”.

SEC. 2. TELECOMMUNICATIONS WORKFORCE TRAINING

GRANT PROGRAM.
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(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:
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(1) ASSISTANT SECRETARY.—The term “Assist-
ant Secretary’” means the Assistant Secretary of
Commerce for Communications and Information.

(2) COVERED GRANT—The term ‘‘covered
grant” means a grant awarded under subsection (b).

(3) E11GIBLE ENTITY.—The term “eligible enti-
ty”’ means a historically Black college or nmiversity,
Tribal College or University, or minority-serving in-
stitution, or a consortium of such entities, that
forms a partnership with 1 or more of the following
entities to carry out a training program:

(A) A member of the telecommunications
industry, such as a company or industry asso-
ciation.

(B) A labor-management organization.

(() The Telecommunications Industry
Registered Apprenticeship Program.

(D) A nonprofit organization dedicated to
helping individuals gain employment in the tele-
communications mdustry.

(E) A community or techunical college with
experience in providing workforce development
for individuals seeking employment in the tele-

communications industry or a similar industry.
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