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ALVARO M. BEDOYA 
 

  
EXPERIENCE 
 

Center on Privacy and Technology at Georgetown Law, Washington, DC       Aug. ‘14 - present      
Founding Director & Visiting Professor of Law (July ’18-present), Executive Director (Aug. ‘14-July ‘18) 

 

• Founder of think tank focused on the disparate impact of surveillance. Principal investigator on over $5 
million in grants; grew budget from $250,000 to $1.2 million and staff from one to eight FTEs. 
 

• Co-authored The Perpetual Line-Up: Unregulated Police Face Recognition in America, a report 
revealing that 1 in 2 adults are in a police face recognition network. The report led to a House 
Oversight hearing and a NIST study on bias in face recognition; 17 of the 22 laws since passed on face 
recognition used report’s legislative language. Report was on the front pages of the Post & Baltimore 
Sun, on the CBS Evening News, and paved way for the Post and Times ed boards to back regulations. 

 

• Co-authored Not Ready for Take-Off: Face Scans at Airport Departure Gates, an investigation into 
biometric exit in the U.S. Report led to bipartisan oversight of the DHS as well as passage of the first 
federal law requiring race and gender bias testing of a federal machine learning system, Sec. 1919 of 
the FAA Reauthorization Act of 2018.  

 

• Worked with Congress to enact an appropriations rider to restrict ICE from using interview data from 
unaccompanied kids to target deportations, secs. 224 & 223 of FY19 & 20 DHS appropriations bills. 

 

• Co-led a coalition that persuaded Google to stop running search ads for online payday loans.  
 

• Writing featured in the New York Times, Washington Post, Baltimore Sun, The Atlantic and Slate.  
 

Senate Judiciary Subcommittee on Privacy, Technology & the Law, Washington, DC July ‘09-Aug. ‘14 
Chief Counsel to Subcommittee (Jan. ‘11), Chief Counsel to Sen. Franken (June ‘10); Counsel (July ‘09) 
 

• Lead staff drafter of bipartisan transparency provisions in the USA FREEDOM Act. Ran oversight 
hearings involving Apple, Facebook, Google, Netflix, the DOJ, FTC, and NSA. Drafted bipartisan 
legislation to protect small businesses from error-prone immigration bureaucracies; conducted 
bipartisan oversight to rein in “stalking apps.”   
 

Wilmer, Cutler, Pickering, Hale & Dorr LLP, Washington, DC. Associate                   Sept. ‘07-July ‘09 
 
PUBLIC SERVICE 
 

CASA, Langley Park, MD                  Oct. ’20-present 
Development Committee Chair (July ’21), CASA in Action Board (June ’21), CASA Board (Oct. ’20) 
 

• Interview candidates for Maryland governor and county councils for organizational endorsements. 
Support development committee in identifying potential corporate and foundation donors.  

 

The Esperanza Education Fund, Inc., Maryland, Virginia & D.C.            Jan. ‘09-June ‘18 
Co-Founder & Board of Directors (Jan.-July ’09, Aug.’14-June ’18); Board of Advisors (July ’09-Aug.’14)  

 

• Co-founder of college scholarship that has awarded $1 million to immigrant and first-generarion 
students in Maryland, Virginia, and D.C.  
 

EDUCATION 
 

Yale Law School, J.D., June 2007. Yale Law Journal, Editor; Paul and Daisy Soros Fellowship. 
 

Harvard College, A.B., summa cum laude, Social Studies, June 2003. Phi Beta Kappa. 
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