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Dear Wilbur:

In response to my question and your answer at the nomination hearing, I want to
add the following.

Our state is ground zero for sea level rise.! Since 2006, Miami Beach, for instance,
has flooded significantly more often than it used to. In fact, rain-related flooding
events in Southeast Florida have increased by 33% and tide-related flooding
incidents have risen by a whopping 400%." And the news isn’t getting better:" the
rate of sea level rise in the region accelerated to triple the global average of 3
millimeters a year."

Florida isn’t the only state that’s at risk. The Eastern seaboard is also

experiencing a sea level rise “hotspot.” In areas north of Cape Hatteras, North
Carolina, the sea is rising 3 to 4 times faster than the global average.” Science also
indicates that climate change is already impacting marine fisheries - a resource
managed by the Department of Commerce. In 2012, the Gulf of Maine
experienced a heat wave, which led to an extended fishing season and record
commercial lobster landings.” While this sounds like great news for lobstermen, it
actually tanked prices to 70% below normal. Targeted fish stocks will move™ and
so will invasive species.”

It's clear that climate change poses a grave risk to the economy and the
environment of Florida and the nation.”™ It requires dedicated and urgent
attention. Given the vital role the Department of Commerce plays in monitoring,
planning for and responding to climate change, I would like a clear commitment
that, if confirmed as the Secretary of Commerce, you will support the continuation
of climate research and monitoring programs under your

jurisdiction. Additionally, I fully expect that you will safeguard the department’s
scientists from political interference, intimidation and censorship.
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Further, I believe you’ll agree with me that the Department of Commerce plays an
essential role in making communities resilient to extreme weather and climate
variability. By helping communities plan and prepare now for climate change
impacts, we can save billions of taxpayer dollars in the long run.

Thank you in advance for your consideration and for a prompt and thorough
response.

Sincerely,

BILL NELSON
Ranking Member

cc: The Honorable John Thune, Chairman
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