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“The Destruction of NASA’s Mission” 
Whistleblowers Reveal OMB’s Unconstitutional Plot to Gut the Agency 

 
NASA stunned the world and inspired generations on the day Americans set foot on 
the moon. Since then, NASA’s breakthroughs and discoveries have superpowered America’s 
innovation economy, achieved global leadership in space technology, leveraged earth sciences to 
protect the American public from natural disasters, and pushed the boundaries of knowledge 
about the origins of our universe with stunning images collected by space-based telescopes. 
NASA has always been, at its core, an elite science agency.  

technology development that leads to ever more capable weather satellites. 
generation National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) 
Observations (GeoXO) satellites, as developed by NASA, include new instruments that greatly 

—saving lives and 
preventing further destruction when disasters hit. 

Earth science satellites, which track drought conditions, inform 
emergency response operations, and fortify national resilience. 

-
century, the Chandra X- ,
invaluable data on black holes, supernovas, dark matter, and stellar evolution.  

Today, all of ile our nation is rightly focused on winning the race against 
China to return to the moon, it would be a Pyrrhic victory to 
the lunar surface without staying to establish a U.S. base and carry out the science and 

that are an essential part of NASA’s eed this permanent presence to 
foster the innovations that will enable 
all of humanity. There is simply no winning the space race without fully funding NASA science, 
research, and development. 

As part of Ranking Member Cantwell’s oversight of the potential impacts of President Trump’s 

Commerce, Science, and Transportation have uncovered evidence of an illegal plot already in 

—since early summer—
to begin implementing the devastating cuts demanded in President Trump’s proposed budget for 

, in clear violation of the Constitution and without regard for the impacts on NASA’s science 
missions and workforce.  

illegal destruction happening at NASA, there can be no doubt the 
Trump Administration is trying to e similar plans at agencies across the federal 
government.1 
 



 

 

Key Findings 
 

NASA Has Been Implementing the President’s Proposed Fiscal Year 
2026 Budget Cuts Since Early Summer—In Clear Violation of the 
Constitution  

 implementing immediately certain 
institutional changes  budget—which 

carries no force of law. 
 

 actively 
implement the President’s . It has been made clear to 
NASA employees that they are doing the PBR if it’s not in the PBR, it 
does not count   
 

 to 
illegally implement the President’s proposed budget at NASA, while ignoring 
congressional funding levels. Internal agency notes provided by a 
whistleblower reveal this plot: If there is a CR, impoundment is likely going 
to get on the table as a mechanism to get to the PBR  

The Administration is Hiding OMB’s Budget Directives 
 unilaterally 

all under wraps nothing is written 
down all avenues of communication have been shut down.  

The New Culture of Fear at NASA Jeopardizes Safety and Security 
 NASA whistleblowers already seen safety impacts from the 

implementation of the 
very concerned that we’re going to see an astronaut 

death within a few years.  

President’s Budget Cuts Will Kneecap the U.S. Innovation Economy 
  President’s proposed budget would result in a loss of more 

than $46 billion in economic output, 860 fewer PhD STEM graduates, and 
10,700 fewer U.S. researchers—
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A Bipartisan History Meets a Partisan Power Grab:
Ending NASA As We Know It

While NASA has traditionally thrived from bipartisan Congressional funding, the Trump 
poses a dire threat to the United States’ leadership in 

science and technology—slashing NASA’s its workforce by nearly a 

an undeniable attack on NASA’s science mission, legacy, and bipartisan congressional priorities.

All told, the Administration is calling for the 

announcing the President’s budget proposal, 

the proposed budget

among other purported goals.   

appropriations bill rejects the dangerous cuts 

House. Senate Republicans have elsewhere 
indicated they do not support gutting NASA’s 

ing.3

and 
disregard every norm to achieve his 
predetermined aims—including by 

federal workers in an attempt 
to intimidate Congress.4

As detailed below, it appears 
also include 

unilaterally implementing the 
devastating cuts to NASA that 
President Trump demanded in 

Congress—a sweeping power 

this one agency.
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NASA Has Been Implementing the President’s 
Proposed FY26 Budget Cuts Since Early Summer—In 

Clear Violation of the Constitution 
 

Whistleblower reports demonstrate that 
are illegally usurping Congress’s power of the purse 

by directing NASA to begin implementing President 

year. As a result, NASA has been implementing 
institutional changes to align with the President’s 
proposed budget—which carries no force of law, cannot 

on funding appropriated by Congress.   

to attack programs and priorities passed by Congress that the Administration does not support. 
And has the inherent 

—despite 
U.S. Supreme Court all disavowing this 

theory.    

has unprecedented authority to cancel or delay appropriated spending—including declaring the 
7  

plan to defy 
Congressional intent 
Congress has given us authority that is too broad, then 

8   

According to a NASA whistleblower, t at NASA through Chief of 
has been actively 

whistleblower recounted how Mr. Hughes told agency employees earlier this year that NASA 
would begin 
it is supposedly 9 Another NASA whistleblower detailed how their 

it’s not in  

“If it’s not in the PBR, it 
does not count.”   
- NASA whistleblower   

“If Congress has given us 
authority that is too broad, 
then we’re going to use that 

authority aggressively.”   
- OMB Director, 
Russell Vought 



—less than two weeks after the Trump Administration released its complete 
— - e President’s 

budget 

-wide message from the then-Acting Administrator 

11

The then-Acting Administrator reiterated this directive 
stating, we have to begin preparing to align our workforce and resources now to 

meet the mission priorities it outlines.

A leaked internal NASA workforce reduction planning document further revealed how the agency 
has directed

—not any budget approved by Congress13

unilaterally impose a president’s desired budget that has 
not been approved by Congress. Multiple NASA 
whistleblowers with 
the agency across Administrations echoed this 

fundamental constitutional principle, with one whistleblower : 
should know better. They should know that what this Administration is doing is breaking NASA 
procedures, NASA regulations, and not following the will of Congres

- NASA whistleblower



 

 

The Trump Administration is Hiding OMB’s Budget 
Directives 

 

Meanwhile, 
President’s proposed budget irrespective of Congress and the Constitution. According to 

nications 
early in the summer, NASA leadership has not issued guidance or other formal communication to 

communicating the Administration’s plans in writing. 

One NASA whistleblower 

NASA 
whistleblower 

— the whistleblower 
 

Attempting to enforce any such directive would appear to potentially violate several federal laws, 
including civil service laws prohibiting retaliation against protected disclosures, workplace safety 
laws prohibiting interference in reporting 
unsafe workplace conditions, and 
whistleblower protection statutes.14  

Another NASA whistleblower told Committee 

 seems to be driven by threats to high level 
political 

leadership. The whistleblower said that NASA 

According to multiple NASA whistleblowers, a 
general sentiment across the agency is
one is coming to save us.   

Although key information is apparently being 
withheld from the broader NASA workforce, a 

whistleblower appears to shed light on the 
Administration’s true plans.  

 

“All avenues of 
shut down.”  

- NASA whistleblower 

Another NASA whistleblower lamented 
that students on NASA-funded projects 

were being actively turned away from 
joining the agency, while multiple interns 

they were mentoring in the NASA 

pipeline to full-time employment at NASA 
upon graduation, 

whistleblower concluded: “There is no 
longer a path for someone to come work 

at NASA when they grow up
NASA whistleblower put it plainly: “The 

pipeline is now closed. 
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meeting 
the agency—

The meeting notes then appear to reveal the Administration’s end 

  

In other words, it appears the Trump Administration plans to use impoundment to illegally impose 
the sweeping cuts to NASA sought in the President’s proposed budget—

. 

President’s Budget Cuts Jeopardize 
Safety and Security

Safety is a critical part of NASA’s culture, especially following the reforms put in place after the 
Challenger and Columbia space shuttle disasters. However, Committee 
received troubling whistleblower accounts that is such 
that NASA employees now feel discouraged from bringing safety concerns forward, fearing 
retaliation or losing their positions. One NASA whistleblower warned that employees are to keep 

Act of 1974. If there is a CR, impoundment is likely going to get on the table as a 
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their heads down and described a culture shift where employees are reluctant to make 
leadership aware of safety and security issues. 

NASA whistleblowers told Committee 
 

two employees 
        

This nearly led a NASA whistleblower to take the highly unusual step of declaring a safety stop and 
shutting down the test before its conclusion due to the increased risk of injury and 
hardware damage. 

Another NASA whistleblower 
concerned that we’re going to see an astronaut death 

Reiterating similar 
 NASA whistleblower told 

Committee 
budget 

  

In addition to whistleblower reports on the broader culture shift away from proactive safety 
reporting, Committee indicating that NASA’s Ombuds 
Program—which was established  neutral 
communication channel to resolve safety and performance issues without fear of retaliation—has     
been  by political leadership.  

According to a NASA whistleblower
whistleblower 

 

warning the Administration’s current policies at NASA 

17  

such as Technical Authority, the critical system of checks and balanced established in the 
aftermath.18 

  

“We’re expected not to 
bring safety concerns 

forward and to not use 
good judgement.” 

- NASA whistleblower 

“…we’re going to see an 
astronaut death within a 

few years.”   
- NASA whistleblower 
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President’s Budget Cuts Will Kneecap the U.S.
Innovation Economy

NASA is a powerful engine fueling America’s innovation economy. Maintaining robust funding 
for NASA’s science research capabilities is crucial to sustaining the United States’s ability to 
outcompete globally, as breakthroughs in aerospace and aviation have historically driven 
techn
medical technology, NASA’s research has spurred economic growth, driven innovation, and 
elevated American leadership. As Ranking Member Cantwell has highlighted: 

The Trump Administration’s pursuit of sweeping cuts in science, research, and technology across 

innovation economy. Compared to the Senate’s bipartisan Commerce-Justice-Science 
appropriations bill, the President’s proposed budget would directly lead to at least: 19

the $33 billion in 
spending cuts to non- that the Trump 
Administration is seeking across the federal government.

—
ant institutions and drive 

-
the U.S. innovation pipeline and Ameri



 

7
years would cause the United States to cede critical ground to its competitors when it can least 

-
capacity and our ability to win the race on AI and other transformative frontier technologies.  

factor in any downstream or indirect economic losses to private sector competitiveness, worker 
productivity and public health, or entrepreneurial investment. 

 

 

Congress Must Reassert its Constitutional Power of 
the Purse—Before It’s Too Late 

 

For more than 60 years, Congress and the e ve partnered to advance 
NASA’s pursuit of human knowledge and support its world-class scientists and engineers. These 
investments have yielded increased economic output, more jobs, new industries, enhanced 
safety, and a deeper understanding of our planet and the cosmos.  

 

Ultimately, NASA whistleblowers repeatedly 
they simply want to focus on  NASA’s missions—and they simply want the 

that hasn’t been approved yet  

Speci c to NASA, agency whistleblowers who spoke to Committee 

whistleblower, the President’s proposed budget is “disproportionately 
im

internship programs and zeroing out student programs intended to train 

whistleblower warned that NASA is “losing our future workforce,
which is “really heartbreaking to see the future of NASA, just 

disappearing.  
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budget proposal under a continuing resolution—the very plan the Administration began pursuing 

dget.  Unfortunately, 
Senate Republicans rejected this proposal and have declined to confront this mounting 
constitutional crisis.  

As this report makes clear, it cannot be business as usual in the United States Congress. Congress 
must take decisive action to reject the Trump Administration’s reckless budget proposal, its 
threats to safety and the U.S. innovation economy, and its illegal incursions into Congress’s 
constitutional authority to control the power of the purse—before it’s too late.  

* * * 
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Still, a lot continues to happen across the agency:  

 More than 260 stakeholders from government, industry, and academia joined our 
Advanced Modeling & Simulation Seminar to learn about the Launch, Ascent, and Vehicle 
Aerodynamics (LAVA) framework as the team gears up for its public release this fall. The 
framework is a computational fluid dynamics software system that can accurately simulate 
challenging problems central to our mission, from aircraft performance evaluation to 
launch environment characterization.  

 I signed a new agreement this week at the Paris Air Show with our longtime partners at the 
German Aerospace Center – DLR – that will extend our collaboration in space medicine 
research. As part of this effort, DLR will provide radiation sensors to fly aboard Orion 
during Artemis II, helping us better understand the health risks of deep space exploration.  

 This week, Expedition 73 aboard space station centered efforts on exercise research, 
spacesuit readiness, and science operations – including studying fluid behavior in 
microgravity using containerless liquid systems – while NASA teams on the ground 
continue to review the recent repair to the Zvezda module’s aft segment.  

 Our TRACERS mission has reached an important milestone this week. The twin spacecraft 
– designed to study how solar wind interacts with Earth’s magnetosphere – arrived at 
Vandenberg Space Force Base. They will soon be integrated with a SpaceX Falcon 9 rocket 
ahead of a planned July launch.  

 On June 13, years of space technology investments to expand commercial launch 
capabilities culminated in the successful maiden flight of UP Aerospace’s Spyder 
hypersonic rocket. The new launch system offers a low-cost vehicle to enable enhanced 
suborbital missions and planetary re-entry test environments.  

  
Finally, I’d like to congratulate  at Goddard and  at Marshall on being 
named 2025 Service to America Medal honorees – better known as the Sammies.  led the 
OSIRIS-REx mission, which successfully returned samples from asteroid Bennu and is helping us 
better understand the origins of our solar system. , as chief engineer for SLS (Space Launch 
System) rocket, played a key role in the Artemis I mission and is helping us prepare for Artemis II. 
These awards recognize the highest levels of public service, and  work reflects the 
dedication and excellence that define our NASA team.  
 
Embrace the Challenge,  

Janet  
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