




















 

















February 1, 2023 
 
The Honorable Maria Cantwell   The Honorable Ted Cruz 
Chair, Senate Committee on     Ranking Member, Senate Committee on 
Commerce, Science and Transportation  Commerce, Science and Transportation 
Russell Senate Office Building 254   Dirksen Senate Office Building 512 
Washington, DC 20002    Washington, DC 20002  
 
Dear Chair Cantwell and Ranking Member Cruz: 
 

We write to offer our strong support for the swift confirmation of Gigi Sohn to serve on      
the Federal Communications Commission (FCC). Recent reports have indicated the Senate 
Commerce Committee intends to move this critical nominee soon and we wholeheartedly 
support those efforts. We also write to strongly condemn the coordinated personal attacks that 
are stoking dangerous homophobia over this barrier breaking nominee who will be the first 
openly LGBTQ+ commissioner in history.1 We urge the committee to reject these bigoted 
attacks and demonstrate its support for the LGBTQ+ community by swiftly advancing Ms. 

 
 

Importantly, the FCC has been without a full slate of commissioners for more than two years a 
historic length of time for this agency. The FCC needs to be at full capacity to best address the 
breadth of critical issues before it. Multiple challenges and concerns have been raised about the 
accuracy of the FCC maps that will control billions of infrastructure dollars Congress has 
appropriated to the states. Only with a full slate of commissioners can the FCC ensure the agency 
can work deliberately to resolve these challenges to ensure fairness and equity in the distribution 
of public investments. Furthermore, a full slate of five commissioners is needed for the 
Commission to adopt robust digital discrimination rules by the Congressionally-mandated 
November 2023 deadline. A bipartisan Congress charged the FCC with addressing digital 
discrimination with rules and numerous studies have shown that broadband access is not being 
distributed equally and that systemic discrimination has occurred. This digital discrimination 
must not continue. Broadband access for millions of Americans, including rural, low-income and 
those from marginalized communities stands to benefit from an FCC that has its full slate of 
commissioners so it can fulfill this Congressional directive to promote equal access to broadband 
infrastructure. Moreover, the Commission reportedly cannot enforce an FCC proposal to fine 
carriers $200 million for failing to protect consumer privacy. Other dockets from multiple 
media diversity proceedings to major pending transactions to modernization of universal service-

await five commissioners to vote. 
 
     For 30 years, Ms. Sohn has demonstrated a strong commitment to the public interest and to 
public service. As Chairwoman Rosenworcel stated this past week 

     
communications services regardless of income, race, ethnicity, gender identity, sexual 

 
1 See Karl Bode, " ," TechDirt 
(Jan. 27, 2023); see also Senator Markey statement (Jan. 27, 2023) ("It is outrageous that the FCC has gone without 
a full slate of commissioners while the nomination of the supremely qualified and prepared nominee, Gigi Sohn, 
languishes amidst lies and homophobia.") 



orientation, geography, or political viewpoint. This work embodies makes 
Ms. Sohn a highly qualified nominee. With so many critical issues before the agency, it is 

any assistance to the committee that would facilitate swift action on this nomination because as 
Chairwoman Rosenworcel herself said best cy that was built to operate with 

                 
 
Sincerely,  
 
Common Cause 
 
Demand Progress 
 
Electronic Frontier Foundation 
 
Fight for the Future 
 
Free Press Action 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Institute for Local Self-Reliance 
 
National Digital Inclusion Alliance 
 
Public Knowledge 
 
United Church of Christ Media Justice 
Ministry 









































































February 6, 2023 

The Honorable Maria Cantwell 
Chairman 
Senate Committee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation  
254 Russell Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC 20510 

The Honorable Ted Cruz 
Ranking Member 
Senate Committee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation 
254 Russell Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC 20510 

Dear Chairwoman Cantwell and Ranking Member Cruz: 

As America’s mayors, we write to request that you hold the nomination hearing for Gigi Sohn to serve on 
the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) as expeditiously as possible so that her nomination can 
receive a prompt floor vote. We believe that a fully functioning FCC is vital, especially during this 
unprecedented time of broadband demand and investment, including the Affordable Connectivity 
Program and other Internet For All initiatives. 

Allowing Ms. Sohn to assume the long-vacant FCC seat will enable the Commission to function the way 
the Communications Act intended – as a five-member body. We also believe Ms. Sohn will be an 
important new voice on the FCC because of her career focus on promoting widespread access to 
affordable and reliable broadband service. 

Municipal governments are on the front lines and often times the first contact residents make when 
looking for answers to questions about communications infrastructure in their communities and access to 
essential services such as broadband. We therefore have a unique, first-hand understanding about the 
ways in which FCC decisions impact our communities. 

Promptly granting Ms. Sohn a nomination hearing and following that up with an expeditious floor vote on 
her nomination will enable the FCC to take action on pressing issues as far ranging as broadband 
deployment, spectrum allocation and auctions, universal service, public safety, and the proper roles of 
state and local governments in communications policy.   

Your constituents and the entire United States deserve a full five-member FCC. We therefore ask that the 
Committee accelerate the filling of the FCC vacancy by holding a hearing on the Gigi Sohn nomination 
and sending her nomination to the Senate floor for a prompt vote.  

We appreciate your attention to this urgent request. 

Sincerely, 

Mayor Lucy Vinis, Eugene, Oregon 
Mayor Jim Ross, Arlington, Texas 
Mayor John Arthur Ernst Jr., Brookhaven, Georgia 
Mayor Lori E. Lightfoot, Chicago, Illinois 
Mayor Patrick L. Wojahn, College Park, Maryland 
Mayor Rodney S. Craig, Hanover Park, Illinois 
Mayor William ‘Bill’ D. McLeod, Hoffman Estates, Illinois 



Mayor Satya V. Rhodes-Conway, Madison, Wisconsin 
Mayor Kenneth D. Miyagishima, Las Cruces, New Mexico 
Mayor Brian C. Wahler, Piscataway, New Jersey 
Mayor Ted Wheeler, Portland, Oregon 
Mayor Victoria Woodards, Tacoma, Washington 

Cc:  The Honorable Chuck Schumer, Senate Majority Leader 
The Honorable Mitch McConnell, Senate Minority Leader 









February 6, 2023 

The Honorable Chuck Schumer 
Majority Leader

The Honorable Mitch McConnell 
Minority Leader

The Honorable Maria Cantwell 
Chair, Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation 

The Honorable Ted Cruz 
Ranking Member, Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation 

Dear Majority Leader Schumer, Minority Leader McConnell, Chair Cantwell, and Ranking Member 
Cruz:

Our diversity is our power. LGBTQ Victory Institute and the undersigned organizations representing a
wide and diverse array of backgrounds and industries write to express our continued support and 
excitement for the nomination of Gigi Sohn as Federal Communications Commission (FCC) 
Commissioner. Gigi was first nominated over a year ago, on October 26th, 2021, and it is past time that 
she join the FCC and use her tremendous qualifications for the betterment of our country.

The Biden-Harris Administration made clear earlier this year that they are in full support of 
historic nomination when they nominated her for a third time.
Gigi is the right leader for this role given her extensive qualifications, superior leadership qualities, and 
deep technical background.

A fully-functioning FCC that can advance broadband access, ensure all voices are heard, and protect all 
Americans' privacy is critically important to not just one community or demographic, but to our entire 
nation. Unfortunately, the FCC remains short of the critical fifth Commissioner since the beginning of 
the Biden-Harris Administration. Ultimately, this negatively impacts each and every American.

, and democratic 
communications networks. She demonstrated her dedication to ensuring that every American household 
has affordable and robust broadband internet for thirty years. Gigi has worked across the country to 
defend and preserve the fundamental competition and innovation policies that have made broadband 
internet access more ubiquitous, competitive, affordable, open, and protective of user privacy. During 
this time, she has worked across the industry, notably as Counselor to former FCC Chair Tom Wheeler.



 

because she is openly LGBTQ+. Her barrier-breaking nomination as the first LGBTQ+ nominee to the 
FCC is being met with homophobic tropes and attacks, against herself and her family, in an attempt to 
stall her nomination. That cannot stand. 

Over 375 organizations, companies, elected officials, and local governments remain in full support for 
Gigi. We collectively call upon every Member of the Senate Committee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation to consider her qualifications and move her nomination forward expeditiously. 

thetical to the high virtue of the Chamber. 

Americans deserve a full-functioning FCC. We call upon every member of the Senate to condemn 

Sohn to the seat she is so qualified for without delay.  

Respectfully, 

LGBTQ Victory Institute 

GLAAD 

Equality California 

Silver State Equality 

Association of LGBTQ+ Corporate Directors 

Lambda Legal 

Council for Global Equality 

Free Press Action 

LPAC Action Network 

United Church of Christ Media Justice Ministry 

FORGE, Inc. 

LGBTQ Bar Association 

Center for Disability Rights 

Pride at Work 

Human Rights Campaign 

Equality Federation 



 
Athlete Ally 

PFLAG National 

National Center for Transgender Equality 

Family Equality 

LGBT Technology Partnership 

National LGBTQ Task Force 



American Federation of Teachers 
Randi Weingarten, President 
 
“The FCC regulates so many technology issues that impact our daily lives, including 
how we get online in our homes, schools, and at work, and how we keep people safe on 
the internet, and their information and date secure. It also deals with basic issues that 
affect our communities: in America today, nearly 19 million households still lack reliable 
broadband, denying them opportunities to connect to get online for homework, banking, 
accessing news, communicating with family, and more. Gigi Sohn has spent a career 
advocating for the expansion of reliable and affordable internet access and would be a 
welcome addition to the Federal Communications Commission. It is long past time that 
the U.S. Senate vote to confirm her.”  
 
 



Statement in Support of the Nomination of Gigi Sohn to the
Federal Communications Commission

Monday, February 13, 2023

“Gigi has dedicated her career to fighting for robust, open, and affordable
communications networks that work for all Americans. She has worked with
organizations across the political spectrum, and with consumer advocates and industry
alike, to reach common ground. Her commitment to diversifying viewpoints in the
media, protecting consumers, fostering innovation, and bolstering vibrant
communications markets will help ensure everyone’s voice can be heard.”
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