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AMENDMENT NO. ("alendar No.

Purpose: In the nature of a substitute.
IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES—115th Cong., 1st Sess.
S.875

To require the Comptroller General of the United States
to conduct a study and submit a report on filing require-
ments under the Universal Service Fund programs.

Referred to the Committee on _ ~and
ordered to be printed

Ordered to lie on the table and to be printed

AMENDMENT IN TITE NATURE OF A SUBSTITUTE mtended
to be proposed by B

Viz:
| Strike all after the enacting elause and insert the fol-

2 lowing:

3 SECTION 1. STUDY AND REPORT ON FILING REQUIRE-

4 MENTS UNDER UNIVERSAL SERVICE FUND
5 PROGRAMS.

6 (a) DEFINTTIONS.—In this section—

7 (1) the term “Administrative Procedure Act”
8 means subchapter IT of chapter 5 of title 5, United
9 States (Code;

10 (2) the term “Commission” means the Federal

1§ C‘ommunications Clommission;
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(3} the tertn “covered carrier” means an cligi-
ble telecommunications carvier or service provider
that reeeives untversal service support under sections
214(e) and 254 of the Communications Act, of 1934
(47 T.S.C. 214(e) and 254) for the provision of
service under a Universal Scrvice Fund program;
all
(1) the term “Universal Serviee Fund program”
means cach program of the Commission set forth
under part 54 of title 47, Code of Federal Regula-
tions, or any suceessor thereto, meluding—
(A) the Conneet America Fund set forth
under subpart D of that part;
(B) the Lifeliue program set forth under
subpart I of that part;
(%) the E-Rate program set forth under
subpart It of that part;
(D) the Rural Health Care program set
forth under subpart G of that part;
(E) the Remote Arveas P set forth
under subpart .J of that part;
(I the Connect. America Fund Broadband
Loop Support program set forth under subpart

K of that part;
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((3) the Mobility Fund set torth wnder sub-
part Li of that part; and
(I1) the ITigh Clost Loop Support for Rate-
of-Retwen . Carviers program set forth under
subpart M of that pact.

() STUDY AND REPORT.—Not later than 18 months

after the date of enactment of this Act, the Comptroller
(General of the United States shall conduet a study and
submit to the Commission, the Committee on Clommierce,

Seience, and Transportation of the Senate, and the Com-

11 mittee on Energy and Commerce of the House of Rep-

2 resentatives a report, which shall melude—

(1) an analysis of the filing requirements for
covered carriers particapating 1 a Umiversal Serviee
Fund program, including any filings required by the
Universal Serviee Administrative Company;

(2) an analvsis of the financial impact of those
fille requirenmicuts on covered carriers partivipating
m a Universal Serviee Fund program; and

(3) recommendations, if any, on how to consoli-
date vedundant filing vequirements for coveved car-
riers particpating in a Untversal Scrvice Fund pro-
QTN

(¢) RULEMAKING.—
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4

(1) NEW OR ONGOING RULBMARING.—lixcept

as provided in paragraph (3), not later than 60 days
after the date on which the report is submitted

under subseetion (b), the Commission shall—

{A)¥(1) imitiate a rulemaking to consolidate
redundant filing requirements forr covered car-
riers participating in a Universal Serviee Fund
program; and

(1) meorporate mto the rulemaking ander
clause (1), and as part of that rulemaking seek
comment on, the recommendations described
subscection (bY{3), if any, except to the extent
that domg so would violate the requirements of
the Administrative Procede Aet; or

(I3) ineorporate into an ongoing rule-
making relating to consolidating redundant fil-
ing requirements of the Connnission, and as
part. of that rulemaking seek conunent on, the
reeommendations desceribed in subsecetion (h){(3),
if any, except to the extent that doing so would
violate the requirenents of the Administrative

Procedure Act.

(2) WASTIL, FRAUD, AND ABUSE~—In a 1ule-

making in which the Commission is vequired under

paragraph (1) to seck comment on the reconuncenda-
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tions desertbed in subseetion (h)(3), if any, the Com-
mission shall alse seck comment on and consider
whether the benefit of each recommendation is out-
weighod by any potential inereased risk of waste,
frawd, and abuse in the Universal Service Frand pro-
gram affected by the recominendation.

(3) PREVIOUS RULBMAKING.—Paragraph (1)
shall not apply if, on or before the date on which the
report s submitted vnder subsection (b), the Com-
mission completes a rulemaking to consolidate re-
dundant filing requirements for covered carvriers par-

ticipating in a Universal Service Fund program.



