


























MAX VEKICH 
 

 
 

EXPERIENCE 
 

MAY 2004– PRESENT 

SUPERCARGO, PACIFIC MARITIME ASSOCIATION (PMA) 

Senior Supercargo, Puget Sound Area (ILWU), control vessel cargo movement. 

Management position within the Pacific Coast Clerks Agreement, ILWU-PMA. Frontline logistics manager 

of cargo throughput in the supply chain.  Team with employers to increase productivity. Created training 

program for entry level marine clerks.  Initiated leadership training for Union marine clerks covered 

under the collective bargaining agreement. 

2003-2018 

ILWU INTERNATIONAL EXECUTIVE BOARD, PUGET SOUND REPRESENTATIVE. 

Elected to five terms by the rank and file. 

LONGSHORE LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE appointed in 2002. Chair from 2008-Present. 

ILWU International Convention Delegate 1997, 2000, 2003, 2006, 2009, 2012, 2015, 2018. 

2012 International Convention – Amended the Ten Guiding Principles of the ILWU to ensure LGBTQ 

rights within the Union. 

JANUARY 1983-JAN 1991 

WASHINGTON STATE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. Four Terms. 

Commerce & Labor Committee Chair 

Trade & Economic Development Committee Chair 

Agriculture Committee Chair 

State Government Committee Vice Chair 

• Authored groundbreaking legislation re: farmworker protections by establishing unemployment 

eligibility; and keeping schoolkids out of the fields on school nights. (HB2222)   

• Secured state share of funding for the Corps of Engineers Grays Harbor Navigation Channel 

Deeper Draft Project. The first state contribution to a federal navigation project in Washington 

State. 

• Initiated the Lady Washington (1985) 

• Founder of the Heritage Caucus (1989)  

• Awarded Washington State Historical Society’s Robert Gray Medal 

GUBERNATORIAL APPOINTMENTS 

• Washington State Maritime Bicentennial 1792-1992, Commissioner (1992), appointed by 

Governor Booth Gardner (Democrat) 

• Governor’s Industrial Safety Board, Board Member (1981-1983), appointed by Governor John 

Spellman (Republican) 

October 1979 to Present 

UNION LONGSHOREMAN 

Registered with ILWU Local 24, in Aberdeen WA, October 1979.  Elected President of ILWU Local 24 

(2000-2004).  

Promoted to Marine Clerk in 2004 and certified as Supercargo in 2005 with ILWU Local 52, and elected 

President of ILWU Local 52 (2018). 
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EDUCATION 

MAY 1976  

BACHELOR OF ARTS, UNIVERSITY OF PUGET SOUND 

Political Science major, Internship Democratic House Majority Leader, WA State Legislature. 

MAY 1974 

ASSOCIATE OF ARTS, GRAYS HARBOR COMMUNITY COLLEGE  

ASB President, PHI THETA KAPPA 

AFFILIATIONS 

BETA THETA PI FRATERNITY 

US NAVAL INSTITUTE 

WASHINGTON ARMS COLLECTORS, LIFE MEMBER 

CROATIAN FRATERNAL UNION 

OMSA, LIFE MEMBER 

 

SKILLS 

Leadership.  Many leadership roles in different arenas.  Leader by example. 

Great sense of history.  You cannot tell where you are going if you do not know where you have been. 

Problem solving.  Experience on the docks taught me how to get difficult people to work together. 

Belief in our democratic government.  We have a government we need to support and invest in. 

ACTIVITIES 

Democratic Party Activist; Precinct Committee Officer at age 18. Member Washington State Democratic 

Central Committee 8 years. Delegate 1976 and 1984 Democratic National Conventions. 

Social/Labor Activist 

Participant 1987 Anti-Apartheid in South Africa March, Hyde Park London, UK 

Participant 2006, European Port Privatization Protest. Strasbourg, France 

Participant WTO protest Seattle WA 1999. Featured in Pro Trade Seattle Times AD. 

Supporter University of Washington, Harry Bridges Chair of Labor Studies. 

Lead fight to preserve Industrial lands in the Port of Seattle, Save SODO 2012. 

Organized ILWU team to re-elect President Obama 2012, Las Vegas  

NRA Legislator of the Year 1985 

DLC Convention 1991 WA State Delegation Chair, Cleveland. OH 

 

On my job I have endeavored to be a good will ambassador to seafarers and ships officers.  Current US 

policies confine many foreign crew members to their vessels which is discriminatory and wrong. The 

experience of sharing a bowl of Ramen with a Chinese Bosun, working on a rusty bulk loader, prepared 

on his worn hotplate is priceless. 
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