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AMENDMENT NO. _ Calendar No.

Purpose: To establish a research and development program
for next generation radio altimeters.

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES—118th Cong., 1st Sess.

S.

To amend title 49, United States Code, to authorize appro-
priations for the Federal Aviation Administration for
fiscal years 2024 through 2028, and for other purposes.

Referred to the Committee on and
ordered to be printed

Ordered to lie on the table and to be printed
AMENDMENT intended to be proposed by Mrs. BLACKBURN
Viz:
1 At the appropriate place in title IX, msert the fol-
lowing:
SEC.  .NEXT GENERATION RADIO ALTIMETERS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 60 days after the
date of enactment of this scction, the Administrator, in
coordination with the aviation and commercial wireless in-
dustries, the National Telecommunications and Informa-

tion Administration, the Federal Communications Com-
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mission, and other relevant government stakeholders, shall

—
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carry out a research and development program to assist
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with the development, testing, and certification of the
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standards and technology necessary to ensure industry
and the FAA can certify and meet the installation require-
ments for next generation radio altimeters écross all nec-
essary diveraft by January 1, 20238,

(b) GRANT PROGRAM.—Subject to é})})l‘@l)riationS',
the Administrator may award grants for the purposes of
rescarch and development, testing, and other aetivitics
necessary to ensure that next generation fadio altimeter
technology is developed, tested, certified, aﬁd installed on
necessary aiveraft by 2028, including throﬁgh public-pri-
vate partnership grants (which shall include protections
for necessary intellectual property with r.esp.e(:t to any pri-
vate sector entity testing, certifying, or p;roducing next
generation radio altimeters under the progreim carried out
under this section) with industry to ensure ﬁlle accelerated
production and installation by January 1, 2Q2_8.

(¢) REVIEW AND REPORT.—Not later than 180 days
after the enactment of this section, the .\dministrator
shall submit to the appropiiate cummittee?s of Congress
a report on the steps the Administrator hc“:Ls taken as of
the date on which such report is sublllitted and any ac-
tions the Administrator plans to take, hlciudillg as part
of the program carried out under this secﬁion, te ensure
that next generation radio altimeter technblogy is devel-

oped, tested, certified, and installed by 202 8
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1 (1) RULE oF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in this sec-

2 tion shall be construed to apply to efforts to retrofit the

3 existing supply of altimeters in place as of fhe' date of en-

4 actment of this section.




