










































































RESUME OF 
THE HONORABLE JENNIFER L. HOMENDY 

 
EMPLOYMENT BACKGROUND 
 

Chair, National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB). Sworn in as the 15th Chair of the 
NTSB (and 4th woman to serve as Chair since the NTSB was created in 1967) on August 13, 
2021, after being nominated by the President and unanimously confirmed by the Senate. Serves 
as the Chief Executive Officer of the agency, managing an annual budget of $140 million and 
more than 430 full-time employees across the country, including the NTSB’s regional offices 
located in Anchorage, Alaska; Seattle, Washington; and Denver, Colorado.  
 
Oversees all activities of the agency including accident investigations and reports, safety 
recommendations, and safety studies in all modes of transportation – aviation highways, 
marine, pipelines and hazardous materials, and rail and transit. Led the NTSB “Go Team” in 
the aftermath of the February 2023 train derailment in East Palestine, Ohio and several major 
and regional accident investigations, including the September 2018 overpressurization of a gas 
distribution pipeline system in Merrimack Valley, Massachusetts (training launch); the 
December 2018 experimental plane crash in Fredericksburg, Virginia; the February 2019 
natural gas pipeline explosion in San Francisco, California; the May 2019 mid-air collision in 
Ketchikan, Alaska; the June 2019 skydiving plane crash in Mokuleia, Hawaii; the September 
2019 fire and subsequent sinking of the Conception dive vessel off Santa Cruz Island, 
California; the October 2019 crash of a B-17 “living history” flight in Hartford, Connecticut; 
the January 2020 large motorcoach crash near Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania; the January 2020 
helicopter crash in Calabasas, California; the January 2022 collapse of Fern Hollow Bridge in 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania; the June 2022 grade crossing collision involving an Amtrak train in 
Mendon, Missouri; the September 2022 float plane crash and sinking in Mutiny Bay, 
Washington; the November 2023 commercial motor vehicle collision with a motorcoach 
transporting high school students in Etna, Ohio; the November 2023 collision of a commuter 
train with standing equipment in Chicago, Illinois; the January 2024 collision of two New York 
City Transit trains in New York, New York; and, the January 2024 accident involving the 
expulsion of a door plug on a commercial plane near Portland, Oregon. Debated and approved 
more than 100 accident reports since joining the Board. Held a runway safety roundtable in 
May 2023 and mental health in aviation roundtable in December 2023. Testified extensively 
before the House and Senate and state legislatures on various transportation safety issues. 
Additional materials are available at: bio, speeches, and blogs and podcasts. 
 
Member, National Transportation Safety Board. Sworn in as the 44th Member of the NTSB 
(and 10th woman to serve as a Member since the NTSB was created in 1967) in August 2018, 
after being nominated by the President (upon the recommendation of Senate Majority Leader 
Schumer) and unanimously confirmed by the Senate. This was a partial term on a vacancy. I 
was renominated in August 2019 for the full five-year term and unanimously confirmed by the 
Senate.  
 
Staff Director, Subcommittee on Railroads, Pipelines, and Hazardous Materials, 
Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure, U.S. House of Representatives, June 
2004 to August 2018. Drafted, negotiated, and guided major pieces of rail, pipeline, and 
hazardous materials safety legislation through the legislative process, including the Safe, 
Accountable, Flexible, Efficient, Transportation Equity Act: A Legacy for Users (SAFETEA-

https://www.ntsb.gov/news/speeches/JHomendy/Pages/bio_homendy.aspx
https://www.ntsb.gov/news/speeches/JHomendy/Pages/Default.aspx
https://safetycompass.wordpress.com/jennifer-homendy/
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LU); the Rail Safety Improvement Act of 2008 (P.L. 110-432, Division A), which mandated 
implementation of positive train control (PTC); the Passenger Rail Investment and 
Improvement Act of 2008 (P.L. 110-432, Division B); the Pipeline, Inspection, Protection, 
Enforcement, and Safety Act of 2006; the Pipeline Safety, Regulatory Certainty, and Job 
Creation Act of 2011; the Fixing America’s Surface Transportation (FAST) Act of 2015; the 
Protecting Our Infrastructure of Pipelines Enhancing Safety (PIPES) Act of 2016; and the 
Norman Y. Mineta Research and Special Programs Improvement Act of 2004, which created 
the Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety Administration (PHMSA). Led efforts to 
strengthen safety of transporting hazmat, including lithium-ion batteries, on passenger and 
cargo planes. Created the strongest Buy America standard in transportation: 100% for intercity 
passenger and high-speed rail. Spearheaded the Committee’s extensive oversight investigations 
of the Enbridge pipeline rupture in Marshall, Michigan, and PHMSA, which led to major safety 
improvements in pipeline and hazardous materials safety. In 2017 and 2018, led a multimodal 
review of the Department of Transportation’s drug and alcohol testing program which 
identified significant safety gaps in the program. 

Legislative Representative, International Brotherhood of Teamsters, June 1999 to June 
2004.  Represented the interests of Teamster working families before Congress and the 
Executive Branch. Areas of expertise included transportation and international trade. 
Transportation work focused on motor carrier, rail, and hazardous materials safety. Served as a 
cleared (classified) labor representative on the President’s Advisory Committee on Trade 
Policy and Negotiations and the U.S. Department of Labor’s Trade Advisory Committee.   

 
Legislative Representative, Transportation Trades Department, AFL-CIO (TTD), August 
1997 to June 1999. Represented the interests of transportation workers before Congress and 
the Executive Branch. Areas of expertise included motor carrier, rail, hazardous material, and 
nuclear waste transportation safety; domestic manufacturing/Buy America; 
appropriations/budget; innovative financing, including state infrastructure banks and credit 
enhancements; and worker protections, including Section 13(c) of the Federal Transit Act and 
Davis Bacon.   
 
Legislative Assistant, American Iron and Steel Institute (AISI), March 1996 to August 
1997, promoted to Manager of Government Relations. Represented the interests of the 
American steel industry and its employees before Congress in the areas of domestic 
manufacturing/Buy America, transportation, environment, and energy; researched and prepared 
policy analyses of various tax and trade issues; served as Staff Director of AISI’s Committee 
on Traffic; represented AISI at various coalition meetings; presented monthly reports to AISI’s 
Board of Directors on legislative developments; interacted with Members of Congress, 
congressional staff, and AISI member companies; and drafted correspondence and memoranda. 
 
Staff Assistant, National Federation of Independent Business, September 1994 to March 
1996. Served as an assistant for the Vice President of Government Affairs and staff 
representing the interests of small business before the United States Senate. Coordinated 
NFIB’s participation in President Clinton’s White House Council on Small Business. 

 
EDUCATIONAL BACKGROUND 

 
Master of Transportation Safety Administration, Institute for Global Road Safety and Security, 
Clemson University (current student)   
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Bachelor of Arts, Humanities, The Pennsylvania State University, graduated 1994 
 
Fellow, 115th Congress, Stennis Center for Public Leadership  
 
The National Board on Fire Service Professional Qualifications (through the International 
Association of Fire Fighters), Certified in Core HazMat Operations and Mission-Specific PPE 
and Product Control (hazmat operations-level responder training; up for renewal) 
 
Pilot Ground School, Germanna Community College, 2020; private pilot lessons (ongoing) 
 
Certified Personal Trainer, American College of Sports Medicine, 2013-2023 (expired) 
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