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AMENDMENT NO. Calendar No.

Purpose: In the nature of a substitute.

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES—117th Cong., 1st Sess.

S.163

To address the workforee needs of the telecommumeations
idustry

Referred to the Committee on and

ordered to be printed
Ordered to lie on the table and to be printed

AMENDMENT IN TIHE NATURE OF A SUBSTITUTE intended
to be proposed by Mr. TIHHUNE

Viz:
1 Strike all after the enacting clause and insert the fol-
2 lowing:
3 SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.
4 This Act may be cited as the “Telecommunications
5 Skilled Workforee Act”.
6 SEC. 2. TELECOMMUNICATIONS INTERAGENCY WORKING
7 GROUP.
8 (a) IN GENERAL.—DPart I of title IIT of the Commu-
9 nications Act of 1934 (47 U.S.C. 301 et seq.) 1s amended
10 by adding at the end the following:
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“SEC. 344. TELECOMMUNICATIONS INTERAGENCY WORK-
ING GROUP.

“(a) DREFINITTION.—In this section, the term “tele-
communications interagency working group’ means the
interagency working group established under subseetion
(L)(1).

“(h) ESTABLISHMENT.—

“{1) IN GENERAL—Not later than 60 days
alter the date of enactment of this section, the
Chairman of the Commission, m consultation with
the Seeretary of Labor, shall establish within the
Clommission an interagency working group to de-
velop recommendations to address the workforce
needs of the telecommunications industry, inchuding
the safety of that workforee.

27 DATE OF  BSTABLISHMENT —The  tele-
communications interageney working group shall be
considered established on the date on which a major-
ity of the members of the workmy group have been
appointed, consistent with subsection (d).

“(¢) DUTIES.—Ih developing recommendations uuder
subsection (b), the telecommunications interageney work-
ing group shall—

(1) determine whether, and 1if so how, auy
Federal laws, regulations, guidance, policies, or prac-

tices, or any hudgetary constraints, inhibit stito-
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tions of higher edueation (as defined in seetion 101
of the Iligher Bducation Aet of 1965 (20 UL
1001)} or for-profit businesses from establishing,
adopting, or expanding programs imtended to ad-
dress the workforee needs of the telecommunieations
mdustry, melading the wovkforee needed to bwld
and maintain the 5G wireless infrastineture nee-
essary to support S wireless technology,

“(2) wdentify potential policies and programs
that could encourage and improve coordination
among Federal agencies, between Federal agencies
and States, and among States, on  telecommuni-
cations workforee needs;

“(3) wentify ways m which existing Federal
programs, including programs that help facilitate the
employment  of veterans  and  military  personnel
transitioning into civilian hfe, could be leveraged to
help  address  the workforee needs of the tele-
communeations industry;

“(4) identify ways to encourage individuals and
for-profit businesses to participate n gualified in-
dustry-ted workforee development programs, nclud-
ing the Telecommunications Industry Registered Ap-

nrenticeship Program;
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“(5) 1dentify ways to Improve reeruitment in
qualified industryv-led workforce development pro-
erams, inclading the Telecommumeations Industry
Registered Apprenticeship Program and other indus-
try-recognized apprenticeship programs;

“(6) identify Federal ineentives that could he
provided to institutions of higher edueation, for-prof-
it husinesses, State workforcee development boards
established vwnder section 101 of the Workloree In-
novation and Opportunity Act (29 T.S.00 3111), or
other relevant stakeholders to establish or adopt new
programs, or expand ecurrent programs, to address
the workforce needs of the telecommunications in-
dustry, including such needs in rural areas; and

(7Y identify ways to improve the safety of tele-
commuieations workers, including tower climbers.

The teleeommumeations nter-

“{d) MEMBERS.

ageney working group shall be composed of the following
representatives of Federal agencies and relevant non-Fed-

cral industry stakeholder orgamzations:

“(1) A representative of the Department of
Edueation, appointed by the Seerctary of Education.
“(2) A representative of the National Tele-

communications and Information Administration,
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appointed by the Assistant Secretary of Commerce
for Communications and Information.

“(3) A representative of the Commission, ap-
pointed by the Chairman of the Commigsion.

“(4) A representative of the Telecommuni-
cations  Industry Registered  Apprenticeship  Pro-
gram, appointed by the Seevetary of Liabor.

“(/)Y A representative of a telecommunications
industry association, appointed by the Chairman of
the Commisgsion.

“(6) A representative of an Indian Tribe or
Tribal organization, appointed by the Chairman of
the Commnuission,

“{T) A vepresentative of a 1ural telecommuni-
cations carrier, appointed by the Clairman of the
Conmission.

“(8) A representative of a telecommunications
contractor firm, appointed by the Chairman of the
Clomimission.

“(9) A representative of a minority institution
(as defined in section 365 of the Higher Education
Aet of 1965 (20 U.N.C. 1067k)), appointed by the

Seerctary of Edueation.
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“(10) A publiec interest advoeate for tower
climber safety, appointed by the Chairman of the
Commission.

“(11) A representative of the Directorate of
Construetion of the Ocetpational Safety and Iealth
Administration, appointed by the Secretary  of
Liabor.

“{12) A representative of a labor organization
vepresenting the telecommunications workforee, ap-
pointed by the (Chairman of the Commission.

“{e) No COMPENSATION.—A member of the tele-

communications interageney working group shall save

without eompensation.

S OTHER MATTERS —

(1) CHAIR AND VICE  CIIAIR—The  tele-
communications interagency working group shall
name a chair and & vice chair, who shall be respon-
sible for organizing the business of the working
aroup.

“(2) SUnGROUPR.~—The chair and vice chair of
the telecommimications interagency working group,
in consultation with the other members of the tele-
communications interageney working group, may es-

tablish such subgroups as necessary to help conduct
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the work of the telecommunications wmterageney
working group.

“(3) SrrPORT.—The Commission or the Sec-
retary of Labor may detall an employee of the (fom-
nrssion or the Department of Labor, respectively, to
assist and support the work of the telecommuni-
cations interageney working group, though sach a
detailee shall not he considered to he a member of
the working group.

“() REPORT TO CONGRESS.—

Not Jater than 1

(1) REPORT TO CONGRESS.
vear after the date on which the teleeommunications
interagency working group is established, the work-
ing group shall submit a report containing its ree-
ommendations to address the workforee needs of the
telecommunications industry to—

“UA)  the Committee on  Commeree,
Seience, and Transportation of the Senate;

“(B) the Committee on Health, Edueation,
Labhor, and Pensions of the Senate;

Y the Committee on Energy and Com-
mercee of the House of Representatives;

“(D) the Committee on Hduacation and
Labor of the House of Representatives;

“(K) the Department of Labor; and
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“(F') the Commission.

S22 MATORITY SUPPORT.—The  telecommmun-
¢ations inferagency working group may not submit
the report under paragraph (1) unless the report has
the support of not less than the majority of the
members of the working group.

“(3) Views.—The telecommunications inter-
ageney working group shall—

“UA) include with the report submitted
under paragraph {1) any concurring or dis-
senting view offered by a member of the work-
ing group; and

“(B) identify ecach member to whom each
econcurring or dissenting view deseribed in sub-
paragraph (\\) should be attributed.

“(4) PrsLic PosTING.—The (ommission and
the Secretary of Labor shall make a copy of the re-
port submitted under paragraph (1) available to the
public on the websites of the Coemmission and the
Department of Lahov, respectively.

() NONAPPLICABILITY 0F FACA—The Federal

Advisory Committee Act (5 ULS.C. App.) shall not apply

to the telecommunications interageney working eroup.”.

(Y} SunsET.—Section 344 of the Communieations

Act of 1934, as added Iy subseetion (a), shall be repealed
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on the day after the date on which the interagency work-
ing gronp established under subseetion (h)(1) of that see-
tion submits the report to Congress under subsection {(g)
of that section.
SEC. 3. TELECOMMUNICATIONS WORKFORCE GUIDANCE.

Not later than 1 year after the date of enactment
of this Act, the Seeretary of Labor, in consultation with
the Chairman of the Federal Communications Commis-
sion, shall establish and issue guidance on how States can
address the workioree needs and safety of the tele-
communications Industry, including guidanee on how a
State workforee development board established under see-
tion 101 of the Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act
(29 U.8.CL 3111) ecan—

(1) ntilize Federal resources available to States
to mweet the workforce nceds of the telecommuni-
cations industry;

(2) promwte and improve recruitment o quali-
fied industrv-led workforee development programs,
including the Telecommunications Industiy Reg-
istered Apprenticeship Program; and

(3) ensure the safety of the telecommunications

workforce, meluding tower climbers.
h ™
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SEC. 4. GAU ASSESSMENT OF WORKFORCE NEEDS OF THE
2 TELECOMMUNICATIONS INDUSTRY.
3 {a} DEFINTTIONS.—In this section, the term “appro-
4 priate congressional committees” means—
5 (1) the Committee on Commerce, Seience, and
6 Transportation of the Senate;
7 (2) the Commifttee on Health, Kducation,
8 Labor, and Pensions of the Senate;
9 (3} the Committee on Energy and Commerce of
10 the TTouse of Representatives; and
11 {4} the Committee on Education and Labor of
12 the House of Representatives.
13 (h) REPoRT.—Not later than 180 days after the date

14 of enactment of this Act, the Comptroller General of the
15 Tnited States shall submit to the appropriate congres-
16 sional committees a rveport that estimates the number of
17 skilled telecommunications workers that will be required

I8 to build and maintain—

19 (1) broadhand infrastructure in rural areas, in-
20 cluding estimates hased on—

21 () current need; and

22 (I3) projected need, if Congress enacts leg-
23 islation that accelerates broadband infrastruc-
24 ture vonstruetion in the United States; and

25 (2) the wircless infrastruetwre needed to sup-

26 port 5G wiveless technology.



