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AMENDMENT NO. B Calendar No.

Purpose: To prohibit the Federal Awviation Administration
from awarding any Federal assistance to entities from
certain foreign countries for projects related to un-
manned aireraft systems, and for other purposes.

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES—118th Cong., 1st Sess.
S.

To amend title 49, United States Code, to authorize appro-
priations for the Federal Aviation Administration for
fiscal years 2024 through 2028, and for other purposes.

Referred to the Committee on ~and
ordered to be printed

Ordered to lie on the table and to be printed
AMENDMENT intended to be proposed by Mrs. BLACKBURN
Viz:
1 At the appropriate place in title VIIL, insert the fol-
2 lowing:
SEC. . STOP ILLICIT DRONES ACT.
(a) DEFINTTTIONS.—In this section:
(1) COVERED FOREIGN COUNTRY.—The term
“covered foreign country” means any of the fol-
lowing:

(A) The People’s Republie ot China.
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(B) The Russian Federation.

10 (C) The Islamic Republic of Iran.
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1 (D) The Democratic Peopl@;’s Republie of
2 Korea. :
3 (E) The Bolivarian RE])ubli;(; of Venezuela.
4 (F') The Republie of Cuba.
5 (G) Any other country the; Administrator
6 deems necessary. |
7 (2) COVERED FOREIGN ENTITY.—The term
8 “covered foreign entity” means an éntity that is—
9 (A) included on the Consolidated Screening
10 Iist mamtained hy the Undef Seeretary  of
11 Commerce for International Tra.d:e;
12 (B) domiciled in a covered foreign country;
13 (C) subject to influence or control by the
14 government of a covered foreign f:ountry; or
15 (D) owned by an entity t_hat; is described in
16 subparagraph (A), (B), or (). .
17 (3) UNMANNED ATRCRAFT SYSTEM; UAS.—The
18 terms ‘“‘unmanned airceraft system” and “TUAS” have
19 the meaning given the term “unmann?ed aireraft sys-
20 tem” in section 44801 of title 49, SUnited States
21 Code.
22 (b) PROITIBITION ON F'UNDING FOR EN_TITTES KFrom

23 CovERED FOREIGN COUNTRIES FOR PROJECTS RELATED

24 1O UNMANNED AIRCRAFT SYSTEMS.—
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1 (1) AVIATION RESEARCII GRANTS PROGRAM.—
2 Not later than 180 days after the date of enactment
3 of this section, the Adnnnistrator sha;ll amend FAA
4 Order 9550.7B, Aviation Rescarch Ggran.ts Program
5 (dated November 25, 2014), as we:ll AS any cor-
6 responding policy or guidance 111a.teri‘ai, to prohibit—
7 (A) any coverced forcign entity from receiv-
8 ing aviation research and develbpment arants
9 for any project related to unmanned aircraft
10 systems; and |
11 (B) any entity from using isuch grants to
12 parther with or otherwise transa.;ct business re-
13 lating to covered unmanned aiicraft systems
14 with covered foreign entities. .
15 (2) AVIATION WORKFORCE DE\!ELOPMENT PRO-
16 GRAMS.—Section 625(¢) of the FAA Heauthorization
17 Act of 2018 (49 U.S.C. 40101 note), as amended by
18 section 501 of this Act, is amended—
19 (A) in paragraph (1), in tlite matter pre-
20 ceding subparagraph (A), by striiking “An ap-
21 plication for a grant” and inserti_hg “Subjeet to
22 paragraph (4), an application for d grant’’;
23 (B) in paragraph (2), in tﬁe matter pre-
24 ceding subparagraph (A), by strjiking “An ap-
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plication for a grant” and inselfthlg “Suhject to
paragraph (4), an application for a grant”; and
(C) by adding at the end thé following new
paragraph: .
“(4) APPLICATIONS FROM COVERED FORBIGN
ENTITIES.— |
“(A) PR()rHBITI_ON.—Bc.giiming- on  the
date of enactment of this paragfaph, an apph-
cation for a grant under the program estab-
hished under subscetion (a)(1) ?01' {a)(2) may
not be submitted for an eligible 51')1'ojeet related
to ummanned aircraft systems i(.as defined in
section 44801 of title 49, Um'teﬂ States Code)
by '

o

“(i) a covered foreign eﬁtity;_ or

“(i1) an entity that use$ or intends to
use such grant to benefit a covered foreign
entity.
“(B) DEFINITTIONS.—For pﬁrposes of this

paragraph:

“(1) COVERED 1«*-01{151(}13\' COUNTRY.—
The term ‘covered foreign (3;()11111}1'_87’ means
any of the following:

“(I) The People’s Republic of

China.
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“(1I) The R.ussia.n'? Federation.,

“(I) The Islamic Republic of
Iran. |

“(IV} The Dem{')icratic People’s
Republic of Korea.

“(V) The Bolivarién Republic of
Venezuela, |

“(VI) The Republic of Cuba.

“(VII) Any other ¢ountry the Ad-
ministrator of the Fe?deral Aviation.
Administration deems necessary.

“(11) COVERED r*oREIQN ENTITY.—
The term ‘covered foreign eliti_ty’ means an
entity that is—

“(I) included on tlie Consolidated
Screening  List ma,int.fa‘ined by the
Under Secretary of Commerce for
International Trade;

“(1I) domiciled. in d covered for-
elgn country;

“(IIT) subject to illﬂuellce. or ¢on-
trol hy the g()vermhen’r;. of a covered

foreign country; or
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“(1V) owned by ztn? entity that is
deseribed in subelause (D), (IT), or

(I11).”. |

(3) CENTERS OF EX("ELLE,\’GE.M—E
{A) COMMUNITY AND TEC‘HN;IGAL COLLEGE
CENTERS OF BEXCELLENCE lN; SMALL  UN-
MANNED ATRCRAFT SYSTEM - TECITNOLOGY
TRAINING.—Section 631 of the FAA Reauthor-
ization Act of 2018 (49 U.S.C. 40101 note) is

amended

(1) in subsection (a), byi striking “Not
later than 180 days” and inserting ‘“Sub-
Ject to subsection (f), not I%Lter than 180
days’; and |
(i1) by adding at the en_czl the following
new subseetion: .
“(f) PROHIBITION.—

“(1) IN GENERAL.—Beginning on the date of
cnactment of this subsection, the Seeretary  of
Transportation may not designate an;V covered for-
eign entity as a Center of Excelienée under sub-
section (a). _

*“(2) DEFINITIONS.—Tor purposés of this sub-

se¢tion:
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“(A) COVERED FOREIGN COUNTRY.—The

term ‘covered foreign country’ means any of the
following: |

“(1) The People’s Re_public of China.

“(31) The Russian Fedefation.

“Gi1) The Islamic Repu?blic of Tran.

“(iv) The Democratic People’s Repub-
lic of Korea. |

“(v) The Bolivarian Républi{; of Ven-
ezuela.

“(vi) The Republic of Quba.

“(vil) Any other c‘Ountréy the Adminis-
trator of the Federal Aviatié(.)n Administra-
tion deems necessary. |
“(B) COVERED PFORBIGN ENTITY.—The

term ‘covered foreign entity’ means an entity

that 18—

“() included on the Consolidated
Sareening List maintained by the Under
Secretary of Commerce foi' International
Trade;

“(i1) domiciled in a (;nvercd foreign

country;
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“(i1) subject to inﬂuenc;c or control by
the government of a covered foreign eoun-
try; or |
“(iv) owned hy an unt:ity that is de-
seribed in clause (i), (i1), or :(iii).’ "
(B) REGIONAL CENTERS ():14‘ AIR TRANS-

PORTATION EXCELLENCE.

Seetion 44513 of
title 49, United States Code, is a'ﬁlended—

(i) in subsection (a), by striking “The
Administrator”” and insL*rtiﬁg “Subject to
subsection (i), the A(llllinistrht01"’; and

(ii) by adding at the end the following
new subsection:

“(1) PROHIBITION.—

“(1) IN GENERAL.—Beginning 611 the date of
enactment of this subsection, the Adnﬁnistl'at()l' may
not issue a grant under subsection (a) to a covered
foreign entity to establish or operate a regional cen-
ter of air transportation excellence i'elated to un-
manned aircraft systems (as definzed in section
44801). :

“(2) DEFINTTTONS.—For pu_rpos{es of this sub-

section:
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“(A) COVERED FOREIGN COUNTRY.—The
term ‘covered foreign country’ means any of the
following: |

“@1) The People’s chub:lic of China,

“(i1) The Russian Federé.tion_.

“(iii) The Islamic Republic of Tran,

“(iv) The Democratic People’s Repuh-
lic of Korea. :

“(v) The Bolivarian Reipubli’c of Ven-
ezuela.

“{vi) The Republic of Ou'ba.

“(vil) Any other co‘untrj the A\dminis-
frator deems necessary. _

“(B) COVERED TFOREIGN EN’I‘ITY.—-The
term ‘covered foreign entity’ meja,ns an entity
that 18— '

“(1) ineluded on the Consolidated
Screening List maintained by the Under
Seerctary of Comuncree f()r? International
Tracde ; '

“(i1) domieiled in a cé‘»*‘el‘e_tt. foreign
country; _

“(iil) subject to 'inﬂueneé or eontrol by
the government of a covered;; foreign coun-

try; or
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10
“(iv) owned hy an entiity that i1s de-
seribed in elause (i), (i), or (iil).”.
(4) OTHER FAA FUNDING.— |
(A) BFACTLITIES, PRRSONN}EL, AND RE-
SEARCIL—
(i) IN GBNERAL—Chapter 445 of title
49, United States Code, is amended by
adding at the end the foll(g)wing new sec-
tion: .
“§ 44520. Prohibition on drone-related fﬁnding to cov-
ered foreign entities
“(a) IN GENERAL.—The Administrafor of the Fed-
eral Aviation Administration may not _issut},- a grant under
this chapter to a covered foreign entity fOl' any project
related to unmanned aircraft systems. :
“(b) DEFINTITIONS.—For pmrposes of this seetion:
“(1) COVERED FOREIGN COUNTRY.—The term
‘covered foreign country’ means any of the following:
“(A) The People’s Republic ?of China.
“(B) The Russian .Fedelntio:n.
“(C) The Islamic Republic of Iran.
“(D) The Democratie Pe_()plze,’_s Republie of
Korea.
“{E) The Bolivarian Rep:ubliu of Ven-

ezucla.
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“(F') The Republie of Cuba.

1
2 “((3) Any other country the Administrator
3 of the Federal Aviation Adnﬂniétr‘atiOn deems
4 NeCOssary.
5 “(2) COVERED TFOREIGN ENTITY.——The term
6 ‘covered foreign entity’ means an entiié;y that is—
7 “(A) included on the Consolidated Sereen-
8 ing List maintained by the Under Secretary of
9 Commerce for International Trade;
10 “(B) domiciled in a (:()vercci forcign coun-
11 try;
12 “(C) subject to wfluence 01‘-; control by the
13 government of a covered foreign Q()llllt.ly; or
14 (D) owned by an entity that is described
15 in subparagraph (4), (B), or (C).
16 “(3) UNMANNED AIRCRAFT SYSTEM.—The term
17 ‘unmanned aireraft system’ has the meaning given
18 that term in section 44801.
19 ‘“(¢) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The pr()hibi‘_[;i()n- under sub-

20 section (a) shall apply to any grant awar(:led by the Ad-
21 ministrator on or after the date of .ena.ctnu:ant of this sec-
22 tion.”. _

23 (i) CLERICAL AME&DMENT.——-The

24 analyvsis for chapter 445 of such title 49 is
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1 amended by inserting after the item relat-
2 ing to section 44519 the following:

“44520. Prohibition on drone-velated funding to covered foreign entities.”.

3 (B) AIRPORT IMPROVEMENT PROJECT
4 GRANT APPLIUATIO.\'S._—SEG’EiOllf 47105(a) of
5 title 49, United States Code, 1s amended by
6 adding at the end the following 115\\? paragraph:
7 “(4) PROHIBITION ,— '

8 “(A) IN GENERAL.—The £Sec1'cta1jv of
9 Transportation may not award a grant under
10 this subchapter to a covered foreign entity for
11 any project related to umnamlec_i alveraft syvs-
12 tems (as defined in section 44801:).

13 “(B) EFFECTIVE DATE.—~T1:1€ prohibition
14 under subparagraph (A) shall épply to any
15 grant awarded by the Secretary on or after the
16 date of enactment of this paragra;ﬁh.-

17 “(C) DEFINITIONS.—For purposes of this
18 paragraph:
19 “(i) COVERED FOREIGN COUNTRY.—
20 The tarm ‘covered foreign c(;untry’ means
21 any of the following:
22 “(I) The People’s Republic of
23 China. |

24 “(II) The Russian Federation.
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“(III) The lslami’c Republie of
Iran. :

“(IV) The Demoé:ratic People’s
Republie of Korea.

V) The Boliva.ri:an Republie of

Venezuela.

“(VI) The Republic of Cuba.

“(VII) Any other czountry the Ad-
ministrator of the Federal .\Aviation
Administration deems ﬁccc%ssaljf.

‘(i) COVERED FOREIQN ENTITY,~—-
The term ‘covered foreign eﬁtity’ means an
entity that is— _

“(I) included on the Consolidated
Screening  List 111aintgained by the
Under Secretary of Ct)m,mcrce for
International Trade;

“(IT) domieiled in:a covered for-
cign country; ‘_ :

“(II1) subject to inzﬂuence' or con-
trol by the govﬂ*mnenﬁ of a covered
foreign country; or _

“(IV) owned by aﬁ entity that is
desceribed in subclausé (I), (II), or

(I11).".
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Seetion

(C) AIP PUNDING Em(}mrmw.
44810(e) of title 49, United States Code, is
amended— |

(i) by striking “ELTGIR?ILT'FY.HUpon
the ecertification” and in‘sefting “HLIGI-

BILITY —

“(1) IN GENERAL.—Subjeet to para_graph (2),
upon the certification’; and |
(i1) by adding at the end the following
new paragraph: |
“(2) PROHIBITION.— |
“UA) In JGENERAL.—The ;Achninistrat‘or
may not award & grant under pal;'agraph (1) to
a covered foreign entity for any project related
to unmanned aireraft systems. .

“(B) EFFRECTIVE DATE.—The prohibition
1C P

under subparagraph (A) shall épply to any
grant awarded under paragraph (1) on or after
the date of cnactment of the S?temming- The
Operation of Pernicious and Illici:t Drones Act.
“(C) DEFINITIONS.—For puii‘poses of this
subscetion;
‘(1) COVERED FOREIGN COUNTRY.—
The term ‘covered foreign cé&lltl’y’ means

any of the following:
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“(I) The Peop_lc’s; Republie  of
China. :

“(II) The Russian .f‘ederation.

“(IL) The Islamic Republic of
Iran.

“(IV) The Demo(:gratic People’s.
Republie of Korea. '

“(V) The Bolivarizin Republie of
Venezuela.

“(VI) The Republic of Cuha.

“(VII) Any other etjuni;ry the Ad-
ministrator deems neceSSal'y.

“(i1) COVERED FOREIGN ENTITY.~—
The term ‘covered foreign enfity’ means an
entity that is— :

“(I) included on th¢ Consolidated
Screening List or Entity List main-
tained by the Under Secretary of
Commeree for Interna’ti(;na.l Trade;

“(II) domiciled in a covered for-
eigh country; |

“(I1I) subject to illflllell(ie 01" CON-
trol by the governmenti of a covered

foreign country; or
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1 “(IV) owned hy an entity that is
described in subelause (I), (II), or
(I1I).”. |

(¢) PROTIIBITION ON FAA OPERATION, PROCURE-

ERED UNMANNED AIRCRAFT SYSTEMS.— -

(1) IN GENERAL.

2
3

4
S MENT, OR CONTRACTING ACTION WITH RESPECT TO COV-
; :

7 Chapter 448 of title 49,
8 United States Code, as amended b\ this Act, is
9 amended by adding at the end the foﬂoxw'illg new sec-

10 tion: |

11 “§44816. Prohibition on operation, prbcureme_nt, or

12 contracting action with _réspect to cov-
13 ered unmanned aircrafi systems
14 “la} IN GENERAL.—Subject to subsection (b), the

15 Administrator shall not—

16 “(1) operate a covered 1111mann¢d aireraft sys-
17 tem; or

18 “(2) enter into, extend, or renew a contract—
19 “(A) for the procurement ()f a covered un-
20 manned aireraft system; or

21 “(B) with an entity that O'i)el'ates (as de-
22 termined by the Administratm_'_); a covered un-
23 manned aircraft system in the i)erformanee of

24 any Federal Aviation Administration contract.
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“(h) EXEMPTION.—The restrictions 111ﬁd01' subsection
(a) shall not apply it the operation, procurement, or con-
tracting action 1s for the purpose of— |

“(1) detection or counter-UAS s,vistem surrogate
testing and training (including at 'F(;aderal Aviation
Administration-approved testing sites)é;

“(2) intelligence, clectronie warfare, and infor-
mation warfare operations, testingé (including at
Federal Awviation Administration-approved testing
sitas), analysis, and traimng; or |

“(3) research to inform unnmnm;ad aircraft sys-
tem data-driven policy detisions, safeﬁy assessments,
procedures, 1ulemaking, and Standa.rds to safely in-
tegrate emerging entrants into the national airspace
system (including at Federal Av’ia,tidn Administra-
tion-approved testing sites). .

“(e) WAIVER.—The Administrator nmy waive the re-
strictions under subsection (a) on a case by case basis by
certifying, in writing, to the Secretary of H(_)mel-a.nd Seeu-
rity and the appropriate committees of Coﬁg&‘ess that the
operation, procurement, or contracting a,ct:ion is required
in the publie interest. _

“(d) REPLACEMENT OF (COVERED UNMANNED AIR-
CRAIT SYsTEMS.—Not later than 1 year éafter the date

of enactment of this seetion, the Administrator shall ve-




MUR23852 MD3 : 810

R ¢ e = ) O | R ¥ I

18
place any covered unmanned aireraft systeni that is owned
or operated by the Federal Aviation Administration as of
the date of enactment of this section with? an unmanned
ajreraft system manufactured in the Unituél States or an
allied country (as that term is definéd in  section
2350£(c)(1) of title 10, United States Code),

“(¢) REPORT TO CONGRESS.

Not later than 180
days after the date of enactment of this séetion, the Ad-
ministrator shall submit to the appropriate committees of
Congress a veport, that indudes— |

“(1) a deseription of the change;s the Tederal
Aviation Administration has made to. its operation,
procurement, and contracting: 1)1-()ces$cs to ensure
that the Administration does not acquire any cov-
ered unmanned aireraft systemy .

“(2) the number of covered unmfo_mned alreraft
systems that needed to e replaced in accordance
with subsection (d), including—

“(A) an cexplanation of the? purposes for
which such covered unmanned aiI:'craft svstems

were used; .

“(B) a description of the uénm.atnned air-
craft svstems that the Administrator will pur-
chase to replace such covered meanned air-

craft systems; and




MUR23882 MD3 : S L

[ O S N T e e T o S Ot G S GH G GUUP R
S = TN T o < I Y SRS ) TR - 'S S N TR SO ot

19

“(C) the cost to replace th(,f identified un-
manned aircraft systems; and |
“(3) any other information detérmined appro-

priate by the Administrator. :
“{f) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

“(1) ADMINISTRATOR.—The térm ‘Adminis-
trator’ means the Administrator of the Federal Avia-
tion Administration. :

“(2) APPROPRIATE cumu'r'm«:ﬁas OF  CON-
GRESS.—The term ‘appropriate c(')llulittt%es of Con-
gress’ means— _

“(A) the Committee 01:'1 Commerce,
Science, and Transportation of tlie Senate;

“(B) the Subecommittee on Transpo‘rtation,
Housing and Urban Developmenét, and Related
Ageneies of the Committee on Appr()priations of
the Senate;

“(C) the Committee on Transportation and
Infrastimeture of the House of Hupresentatives;
and

“(D) the Subcommittee on ’I?‘ransporta‘tion,
Housing and Urban Dcvelopnwni;’ and Related
Agencies of the Committee on A})i)l‘opl‘iations of

the House of Representatives.
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“(3) COVERED FOREIGN fﬂUNT]{’A".—Th@ term
‘covered foreign country’ means any of the following:

“(A) The People’s Republic éf China.

“(B) The Russian V]j’ederatioﬁ.

“(C) The Islamic Republic of Iran.

“(D) The Democratic Peoplé’s_ Republic of
Korea. .

“{KE) The Bolvarian Replglblie' of Ven-
ezuela.

“(I) The Republie of Cuba.

“{(&) Any other countrv the iA(hninistrator
deems necessary.

“(4y COVERED UNMANNED AI;R_CRAF‘T SYS-
TEM.—The term ‘covered unmanned aireraft system’
means an unmanned aireraft system tha.t 15—

“(A) included on the C()nS()liclatecl Sereen-
ing' List maintained by the Under Secretary of
Commerce for International Trade;

“(B) produced by an entity ?d()miciled n a
covered foreign country; or

“(C) produced by an e‘ntity;su'bject to in-
fluenee or control by the govermhent of a cov-
ered foreign country.”. |
(2) CLERICAL _AMEl\’DMENT.—T'lie analysis for

chapter 448 of such title is 'ctmended by inscrting
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1 after the item relating to scetion 44815 the fol-

2 lowing:

“14816. Prohibition on operation, procurement, or contracting action with re-
speet to covered unmanned aireraft systems.”,




