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WASHINGTON, DC 20510

May 30, 2025

The Honorable Donald J. Trump
President

The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20500

The Honorable Howard W. Lutnick
Secretary

Department of Commerce

1401 Constitution Ave NW
Washington, DC 20230

Dear President Trump and Secretary Lutnick:

Congress created the Broadband Equity, Access and Deployment (BEAD) Program as part of the
bipartisan Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act to finish the job of connecting everyone and
building high-speed, scalable, and reliable networks everywhere. For six months, states have
been waiting to break ground on scores of projects, held back only by the Commerce
Department’s bureaucratic delays. If states are forced to redo or rework their plans, they will not
only miss this year’s construction season but next year’s as well, delaying broadband deployment
by years. That’s why we urge the Administration to move swiftly to approve state plans, and
release the $42 billion allocated to the states by the BEAD Program.

Universal access to high-speed internet is essential for jobs, education, and telehealth—and also
for the bandwidth-hungry innovation economy, from artificial intelligence and advanced robotics
to smart manufacturing and semiconductor production. Further delay means 25 million
Americans continue to wait for high-speed internet and the economic benefits it brings. It also
means that we risk falling behind China, which is aggressively building out digital infrastructure
to support its Al, advanced manufacturing, and semiconductor ambitions.

States have already developed plans to address these needs, and restarting or slowing down the
process will only hold back progress. States must maintain the flexibility to choose the highest
quality broadband options, rather than be forced by bureaucrats in Washington to funnel funds to
Elon Musk’s Starlink, which lacks the scalability, reliability, and speed of fiber or other
terrestrial broadband solutions.

High-speed, reliable, and scalable connectivity is essential for jobs, education, and telehealth. It’s
also the backbone for the advanced industries of today and tomorrow. Al systems require
massive volumes of data and low-latency networks to operate effectively. Data centers, smart
warehouses, robotic assembly lines, and chip fabrication plants all depend on fast, stable, and
scalable bandwidth. If we want these job-creating facilities built throughout the United States,
including rural areas, we must ensure the infrastructure—including high-speed internet networks
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—is in place to support them. If we want Al developed and deployed in the United States, if we
want to win the race for semiconductor dominance, if we want the next generation of
manufacturing jobs to be created here, then we must act now—and we must build the high-
speed, high-capacity networks those technologies demand.

States have spent years developing implementation plans under the BEAD program to reach
every American with high-speed internet access. These plans reflect local needs, technical
realities, and the bipartisan intent of Congress. States are ready to put shovels in the ground and
have been waiting for months to get started connecting communities and building networks that
will support the industries of tomorrow. Additional delays and onerous changes to the program at
this stage threaten to further stall urgently needed deployment and leave communities behind.

We urge you to move forward with the submitted BEAD plans and deliver on the promise of the
BEAD program without further delay. Every American and every community needs access to
reliable, scalable, and high-speed internet if we are to remain the world’s innovation leader.

Sincerely,
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United States Senator



