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115TH CONGRESS
2D SESSION S o

To reduee regulatory burdens and streamline processes related to commereial
space activities, and for other purposes.

IN THE SENATE OF TIIE UNITED STATES

My, CrUz (for himself, Mr. NELSON, and Mr. MARKEY) introduced the fol-
lowing bill; which was read twice and referred to the Committee on

A BILL

To reduce regulatory burdens and streamline processes

related to commercial space activities, and for other purposes.

1 Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
2 tives of the United States of America in Congress assembled,
3 SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE; TABLE OF CONTENTS.

4 (a) SHORT TITLE.—This Act may be cited as the
5 “Space Frontier Act of 2018,

6 (b) TABLE OF CONTENTS.—The table of contents of
7 this Act is as follows:

See. 1. Short title; table of contents,
Sec. 2. Definitions.

TITLE I—STREAMLINING OVERSIGHT OF LAUNCH AND REENTRY
ACTIVITIES

July 25, 2018 (2:32 p.m.)
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See, 101, Oversight of ongoverimental space activitics,

Bee. 102, Offiie of Coinmercial Space Travsportation.

See, 103, Use of existing autliovities.

See. 104, Experintental permits,

See. 106, Bpacé-related advigsory vilemaking committoes.

Sie: 106, Governndntzdeveloped space techinglogy’

Sep, 107 Regnlatory refdrm. _

Sa, 108, Sedretivy of Transportation oversight and coovdination of eohimercial
launch and reentry operations.

TITLE II—STREAMLINING OVERSIGIIT OF NONGOVERNMENTAL
BARTI OBSERVATION ACTIVITIES

Bee. 201, Nougovermicutul Barth observation activities,

TITLE IIT—MISCBLLANEOUN

See. 301, Treanotiog: faivness ahd. competitivéness tor NASA partnershifi oppor-
o tunities.

Sec: 302, Lease of non-txeess property. _

Sep, 803. Senstf of C_fmgmss o1 lj_miuti_t_ining._a hational laboratory n spage,

See: 304, Coutinuation of the 185,
1 SEC. 2. DEFINITIONS.
2. In this Act:
3 (1} ISS—The term “ISS” means the Inter-
4 national Space Station.
5 {2) NASA.—The term “NASA” nwicans the Na-
6 tional Aeronautics and Space Administration..
7 (3) NOAA —The term “NOAA” means the Na-
8 tional Qceanice and Atimogpherie Administration.
9 TITLE I—-STREAMLINING OVER-
0 SIGHT OF LAUNCH AND RE-
11 ENTRY ACTIVITIES
12 SEC. 101. OVERSIGHT OF NONGOVERNMENTAL SPACE AC-
13 TIVITIES.
14 (ay PoLicy.—TIt is the poliey of the United States to

15 provide oveérsight and eontinuing supetvision of non-

July 25, 2018:(2:32 p.m()
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goverumental space activitics in a4 manner that encourages

<

I3

the fullest commercial use of space, eonsistent with section
20102(¢) of title 51, United States Code.

(by SENSE. OF CONGRESS.—It i§ the sense of Con-

(1) increased activity and new applications. in

3
4
5 gress that—
6
7 space could grow the space cconomy;
8

{2) 1t 18 m the national interest of the United

9 States—

10 (A) to encourage and promote new and ex-
11 isting nongovernmental space aetivities; and
12 (B)Y to provide authorzation and con-
13 tinuing supervision of those actinatics through a
14 process that is efficient, transparent, minimally
15 burdensome, and generally permissive;. and
16 (3) to conduet those activities in & manner that
17 fully protects United States ndtional secimity -assets,
18 NASA human spaceflight and exploration systems,
19 NASA and NOAA satellites, and other Fedeval as-
20 sets thiat serve the publie interest.

2] SEC. 102, OFFICE OF COMMERCIAL SPACE TRANSPOR-

22 TATION.
23 (a) In GENBRAL.—Section 50921 of title 51, United

24 States Code, is amended

July'25, 2018 (2:32 p.in)
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25

(1) by inserting “(b) AUTHORIZATION OF AP-

3]

PROPRIATIONS.— before “There” and indenting

-a.ppr'o:p“ria‘téh?-;- and

(2) by inserting liefore subsection (b), the fol-
lowing:

1) ASSOCIATE ADMINISTRATOR FOR COMMERCIAL
SPACE TRANSPORTATION.—The Assistant Secretary for
Commercial Space Transportation shall serve as the Asso-
clate Administrator for Commercial Space Transpor-
tation.™.

(b} ESTABLISITMENT OF ASSISTANT SECRETARY FOR

- COMMERCIAL SPACE  TRANSPORTATION. —Sgction

102(e}{1) of title 49, United States Code, is anended

(1) in the matter preceding subparagrapl (A),

411

by striking “6” and ingerting

“77 and
{2) in subparagraph (A), by hiserting “Assist-
ant  Secretary for Commercial Space Thranspor-
tation,” after “Assistant Seeretary for Research and
Technology,”.
SEC. 103. USE OF EXISTING AUTHORITIES.

(a) SENSE oF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of Con-

gtess that, 11 the absenee of comprehensive regulatory ve-

form, the Seeretarv of Transportation should make use

of existing authorities, meluding watvers and safety ap-

provals, as appropriate, to protect the publie, make niore

July 25, 2018 (2:32 p.m.)
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1 efficient use of resources, and reduce the regulatorv but-
2 den for an-applicant for a commercial space launch or re-
3 entrv license or éxperimental permit.

4 (i) LICENSE APPLICATIONS AND REQUIREMENTS,~——
5 Seetion 50905 of title 51, United States Code, is amend-
6 ed—

7 (1) 10 subsecetion (a)—

8 {A) in pardgraph (1}, by striking *‘sub-
o seetion (b)(2){ID)” caeh place it appears and in-

10 serting “‘subsection (ly){ 2) (_E__)"";_ and

11 (B} in paragraph (2)—

12, (i} by inserting “software,” aftei

13 “gervices,”’; and

14 (ii} Ly adding at the end the fol-

15 lowing: “Such safety approvals may be

16 issued simaltaneonsly with a license under

17 this c¢hapter.”

18 (2) by adding at the end the following:

19 “(e) USE OF EXISTING AUTHORITIES, —

20. '“( 1) IN GENERAL —The soerétarv—

21 “(A) shall use exigting: anthorities, mchud-

22 ing waivers and safety approvals, as appro-

23 priate, to make more cfficient use of resowrces

24 and reduce the regulatory burden for an applh-

25 eant under this section; and

~July'’25, 2018 (2:32 p.m.)
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6
“(B) may use the lanmeh and 1reentry pay-
load  review process to authorize nongovern-
mental space activities that ave related to an
application for a license or permit under this
chapter and are not subject to authorization
under other Federal law.

“(2) EXPEDITING SAFETY APPROVALS.—The
Seeretary shall expedite the processing of safety ap-
provals that would reduce risks to health or safety
during launch and veentry.”.

(e). DEFINITIONS.—Section 50902 of title 51, United

States Code, 1§ amended—

(1) bv redesigniating paragraphs (21) through
A (eB1Z g paragray : g
(25) as parvagraphs (24) through (28), respeetively;
(2) by redesignating paragraph (20) as para-
A 2 21 | 1
graph (22);
(3) by redesignating paragraphs (12} thirough
(19} as paragraphs (13) through (20), respectively;

(4) by inserting after paragraph (11) the fol-

Jowing:

“(12) ‘nongovernmental space activity’ means a
space activity of a person other than—
“{A) the United States Government; or
“(I3) a Government contractor or subeon-

tractor if the Goveriment: contractor or subcon-
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1 tractor is performing the space activity for the
2 Goveriument.”;

3 (5} by insérting after ]:)al'agfl'ztp"l] (20),. as redes-
4 ignated, the following:

5 “(21) ‘space activity’ has the meaning given the
6 term in seetion 60101 of this title.”; and

7 (6) by inserting after paragraph (22), as redes-
8 tenated, the following:

9 *(23) ‘space objeet’ has the meaning given the

10 term in seetion 601071 of this title.”.

11 (d) RESTRICTIONS ON LAUNCHES, OPERATIONS, AND

12 REENTRIES.—Section 50904 of title 51, United ‘States
13 Code, is amended by adding:4t the end the following:

14 “{e) MULTIPLE SITES.~—The Secretary may issue a
15 shigle license or permit for an operator to conduct lavineh
16 services and reentry services at multiple launch sites or
17 reentry sites.”.

18 SEC. 104. EXPERIMENTAL PERMITS.

19 Section 50906 of title 51, United States Code, is

20 amended by adding at the end the following:

21 *(3) USE OF EXISTING AUTHORITIES.—

22 1) IN GENBRAL.~—The Secretary shall nsé ex-
23 isting: authorities, including warvers and safety ap-
24 provals, as -ap_pl'()_]__)l.viate_, to make more efficient use

July 26, 2018 (2:32 porn.)
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of resonreesand reduce the regulatory burden for an
applicant under this section.

“(2) EXPEDITING SAFETY APPROVALS.—Thé
Necretary shall expedife the processing of safety ap-
provals that would reduee rigks to health or safety
during launch and 1"(3011‘&1?}?;"’.

SEC. 105. SPACE-RELATED ADVISORY RULEMAKING COM-

MITTEES,

o e W oon th bR W W

Section 50903 of title 51, United States Code, is

—
<

amended by adding at the end the following:

—
[=

“(2) FACA—The Federal Advisory Committee Act

—
b2

(5 U.S.C. i\pp;’) does not apply to saeh space-refated 1ule-

—
w

making committees under the Secretary's: jurisdiction as

1

the SBeeretary shall designate.”.

— =
th

SEC. 106. GOVERNMENT-DEVELOPED SPACE TECHNOLOGY.

Seetion 50901(b)(2)(B) of title 51, United States

~1 =

Code, is amended by striking “and encowraging”.

H.
oo

SEC. 107. REGULATORY REFORM.

[y
L]

(a) DEFINITIONS.—The definitions set forth I see-

ko
=

tiort 50902 of title 51, TUnited States Code, shall apply

2
—

to this seetion.

)
]

(b) Fixnings.—Congress fiuds that the commergial

b
£33

space launeh regulatory environment: has at times impeded

"
=

the United States commercal space launeh sector in its

- innovation of small-class launch technologies, veusable

July 25, 2018 (2:32.p.m)
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1 launch and reentry vehicles, and otlicrr arveas related to

July 25,2018 (2:32 p.m.)

commerelal Jaanches and 1eentries.

{¢) REGULATORY IMPROVEMENTS FOR. COMMERCIAL

SPACE LAUNCH ACTIVITIES,—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than Fébruary 1,
2019, the Secretary of Transportation shall issue a
noticé of proposed rulemaking to revise any regula-
tions under chapter 509, United States Code, ag the
Seeretary considers neeessary to. meet the objective
of this seetion,

(2) OpJeCTIVE—The ohjective of this section

is to establish, consistent with the purposes de-
seribed in seetion 50901(L) of title 51, United States
Code, a. regulatory regime for commercial space
launeh activities under ehapter 509 that—

(A) ercates, to the extent practicable, re-
._cipi‘renmn‘r.s applicable  both  to  expendable
lannelr and reentry vehicles and to reusable
launeh and 1:eent-r__v vehicles;

(B) is neutral with regard to the specific
techuology utilized in a lagneli, a réentry, or an
assoclated. safety system;

() protects the health and safety of the

public;
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(D) estéblishes clear, high-level perform-
anee requirements;

(E) encourages vohuitary, industry teeh-
nical standards that complement the high-level
performance. requirements -established under
supparagraph (D); and

(FF) facilitates and encowrages appropriate
collaboration botweenw the coimmeraal space
launeh and reentry sector and the Departinent
of Transportation with respect to the require-
nients under subparagraph (D) and the stand-
ards under subparagraph (E'__)_.

(d} ConsvnrarioNn—In yevising the rdgulations

14 under subscetion (e), the Seeretary of Transportation shall

15 econsult with the following:

July 25, 2018 {2:32 p.m.)

(1) Seerétary of Defense.

(2) Administrator of NASA.

(3) Such members of the eommercial space
launech and 1'@_@'11‘&.1'_.\-’ sector as the Searetary of Tiansg-

pertation -considers. appropriate to ensure adequate

representation across industry.

(e) REPORT ~—

(1) IN ¢ENERAL.—Not later than 120 days
after the date of enactment of this Act, the See-

retary of Transportation, in consultation with the
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11
personis deseribed in sihsection (d), shall submit to
the Committee on Commeree, Science, and Trans-
portation eof the Senate and the Committee on
Scienice, Spage, and Technology and the Committee
on T-r.a_nsp(-)rtz_l,t.i(_m and Infrastructure of the Iouse

of Representatives a report on the progress i ear-

rving out this section:

(2) CoNTENTH~The report shall inelude—

{A) milestones and a schedule to meet the
‘ohjective of this section;

(B) a deseription of any Federal agency re-
sourees necessary to meet the objeetive of this
section;

() recommendations for legislation that
would expedite or improve the outcomes under
subsection (¢); and

(D) a plan for ongoing. consultation witl

the persons deseribed in subsection (d).

19 SEC. 108. SECRETARY OF TRANSPORTATION OVERSIGHT

20
2i
22
23
24
2%

July 25,2018 (2:32 pim.}

AND COORDINATION OF COMMERCIAL
LAUNCH AND REENTRY OPERATIONS.

fa) OVERSIGHT AND. COORDINATION.—

(1) IN gBNBRAL—The Sceretary of Transpor-
tation, in accordance with the findings under section

1617 of the National Defense Authorization Act. for
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Fiseal Year 2016 (51 U.8.C. 50918 note) and sub-
jeet to section 50905(0)(2)(C) of title 51, United
States Code, shall take such action as, may be nee-
essary to consolidate or modify the requiréments.
across Hederal agencies identified in  secetion
1617{(e)(1)(A) of that. Act into a single applieation
set that satisfies those requirements and expodites
the coordination of cominercial launch and reentry
SEIVICes.

(2) CRRTIFICATION ~—Not later than 45 days
atfter the effective date of this subsedtion, the Presi-
dent shall certify in writing to Congress that—

(A) the Seeretary of Transportation is the
only authority for authorizing -commereial
lawneh ‘and veentry 'Olﬁ'eraﬁ(}n'S; ineluding at a
Federal range, under chapter 509 of title 51,
United States Code; and

(B) consistent with seetion 50918 of title
51, United States Code, all matters under that
chapter affecting mational secwrity or foreign
policy, anid such other matters under that chap-
tor in the interest of the United Stateés, are co-
ordinated throngh the Secretary of Transpor-
tation,

{3) CHAPTER 509.—
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1 {(A) PUrPosES.—Section 50901 of title 51,
2 United States Code, is amended by inserting
3 “all”” hefore “commercial launeh and reentry
4 operations”.
5 {B3) GENERAL  AUTIHORITY.—Section
6 50903(b) of title 51, United States Code, is
7 amended—
8 (1) by redesignating paragraphs (1)
9 and (2) as pavagraphs (2) and (3), respec-
10 tively; and
11 (i1} by inserting before paragraph (2),
12 as redesignated, the following:
13 “(1) oversce and coordinate the conduct of* all
14 commereial lanneh and veentry operations; including
15 any commercial Tauneh or commercial reentry at a
16 Federal range;”.
17 (4) EFRFECTIVE DATE.—This subsection takes
18 effect on the-date the final rule under section 107{q)
19 of this Aet is published in the Federal Register.
20 (b) RULE 0F CoxsTRUCTION.—Nothing inr this Act,

21 or the amendments made by this Act, may he construed
22 to affect section 1617 of the National Deferise Authoriza-
23 tion Aet for Fiseal Year 2016 (51 U.S.C. 50918 note).
24 (¢) TECHNICAL AMENDMENT; REPEAL REDUNDANT

25 Law.—Section 113 of the U.S. Commercial Space Launeh

July 25, 2018{2:32 p.m.)
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Competitiveness Act (Public Las 114-90; 129 Stat. 704)
and the 1tem relating to that seéetion m the table of con-
tents under-section 1{b) of that Act are vepealed.
TITLE II—STREAMLINING OVER-
SIGHT OF NONGOVERN-
MENTAL. EARTH OBSERVA-
TION ACTIVITIES
SEC. 201. NONGOVERNMENTAL EARTH OBSERVATION AC-
TIVITIES.
{a) LICENSING OF NONGOVERNMENTAL EARTH OB-

SERVATION ACTIVITIES.—Chapter 601 of title 51, United

States Cod‘e?_ is. amenedled
(1) in seetion 60101—
(A) by amending paragraph (12) to read

as. follows:

The  term

“112) UNENIIANCED  DATA.
‘wienhianeed datd’ means signals or imagery prod-
uets from Karth observation actinties that dre un-
processed or subjeet only to. data preprocessing.”;

(B) by redesignating paragraphs (12) and

(13) as _})a.l.'a'_g‘r-aphs (18) and (19), respectively;

(C) by redesignating paragraph (11) as

paragraph (15);

July 25, 2018 (2:32 pim.)
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(D} Dby redesigiiatitie  paragraphs (4}

through (10) as paragraphs {5) through (11),

respectively;

(E) by 'in‘serﬁi11g after paragraph (3), the
following:

#(4) EARTH OBSERVATION ACTIVITY.—The
term ‘Hartli observation activity’ means a space ac-
tivity the primary purpose of which 1s to eolleet data
that can be proeesged into imagery of the Earth.”;

(1) by inserting after paragraph (11), as
redesignated, the following:

“(12) NONGOVERNMENTAL HARTH OBSERVA-
TION ACTIVITY.—Thé term ‘norigovermmental Earth
observation activity’ meatis an Earth observation ae-
tivity of a person other than—

“(A} the United States Government; or

“(B) a Governnient eontractor o1 subeon-
tractar if the Government contractor or subcon-
tractor is performing the act.ivit-y for the Gov-
ernment.

Y(13) Orprear, DEBRIS.—The term ‘orbital de-
bris’ mieans any space object that is placed in space
or derives from a §pace ohject placed n spaee by a
PETSO1, remains in ()I'b_i‘;,_ and no longer serves any

useful funetion or purpese.
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“(14) PeERsON.—The term ‘person’ means a
person (as defined in section 1 of title 1) Slej(.‘_(‘-t 10
the jurisdietion or control of the United States.”';
and
() by inserting after paragraph (13), as
redesignated, the follow ng:

“{16) SPACE ACTIVITY.—

“{A) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘space aetiv-
ity’ means any activity that is conducted in
space.

UBY IncLUusioNns.—The term ‘space activ-
)

ity’ includes Any aetivity conducted on a celes-
tial body, including the Moon.
“{C) BxoLusioNs.—The terin ‘space aetiv-
ity" does not inelude any aetivity that s con-
dueted entively on board or within a space ob-
jeet and does not affeet another spage object.
H17) BPAUE 0BJECT.~—The term ‘space object’
means any ohbject, including any component of that
object, that 1s launched into space or eonstrueted in
space, inchuding any object landed or constracted on
a celestial body, including the Moon.”;

(2) by amending subchapter 11 to rvead as fol-

lows:




SAI

1 “SUBCHAPTER IT—AUTHORIZATION OF NON-
2 GOVERNMENTAL EARTIH OBSERVATION AC-
3 TIVITIES.
4 “$60121. Purposes
5 “The purposes of this subchapter ape—
6 “(1) to prevent, to the extent practicable, harm-
7 ful interference to. space activities hy nongovern-
8 mental Earth observation activities;
9 “(2) to manage risk and prevent harm to
10 United States national security: and
11 “(3) to promiote the leadership, industrial inng-
12. vation, and mternational compétitiveness of the
13 United States.
14 “§60122. General authority
15 “(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall ecarty out
16 this subchapter.
17 “(h) FPuNcTIONS.—In earrying out this subehapter,
18 the Seerctary shall consult with—
19 “(1) the Seeretarv of Defense;
20 “(2) the Seeretary: of State;
21 “(3) the Divector of National Intelligerice; and
22. “(4) the head of such other Fe'del'-a;:_l department.
23 or-agency as the Seeretary eonsiders necessary.

JEGONSLALEXADORFASO\BILIASPACETS. 10ami
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1 “§60123. Administrative authority of Secretary

2

“{a) FuNoTIoNs,—In order to carry out the veéspon-

3 sibilities specified in this subehapter, the Seeretary may-—

4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21

22
23
24
235
26

July 25,.8018 (2:32 pm)

“(1) grant, condition, or transfer licenses under
this chapter;

“{2) seek an order of il’ljllll'dﬁ()fl or similar judi-
cial determination from a district cowrt of the
United States with personal jurisdietion over the li-
censee to terminate, modify, o suspend licenses
under this subchapter and to termimate licensed op-
erations on an immediate hagis, if the Secretary de-
termines that the leensee has substantially-failed to
comply with any provisions of this chapter, with any
terms, eonditions, or restrietions of stich license, or
with any international obligations or national seéu-
rity concerns of the United States;

“(8) provide p'enalties- for 1_10‘110011'1}'_31ia11ce with
the vequiremients of licenses: o1 regulations issued
under this subehapter, meluding ¢ivil penalties not
to exceed $10,000 (each day of operation 1t violation
of such licenses or regulations constituting: a sepa-
rate violation);

“{4) eompromise, modify, or remit any sueh
civil penalty;

“{5) issu¢ subpoenas for any materials, docu-

ments, or records, o for the attendance and testi-
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mony of witnesses for the purpose of conducting a
hearing under this section;

“(0) seize aniy object, record; or report pursuant
to a warrant fronm a hagistrate hased on a showing
of probable cause to believe that such objeet, record,
or report was used, is being used, or is likely to be
used in violation of this ¢hapter or the requiremeits
of a license or regulation issued thereunder; and

“(7) make investigations and inquiries and ad-
minister-to or take from any person an oath, affir-
mation, ot affidavit coneerning any matter relating
to-the enforeement of this chapter.

“(b) REVIEW OF AGENCY ACTION.—Any applicant or

licensee that makes a timely request for review of an ad-
verse action pursuant to paragraph (1), (3); (5), or (6)
of subgection (a) shall be entitled to adjudication by the
Secretary on the record after:an opportimity for any agen-
oy hearing with respect to. suelr adverse action. Any final

aetion by the Seeretary under this subsection shall be sub--

20 jeet to judicial review underchapter 7 of title 5.

21 “§60124. Authorization to conduct nongovernmental.

22
23

Earth observation activities

“(a) REQUIREMENT.—Np persoh may conduet any

24 nongovernmental Harth observation -ac¢tivity without an

25 authorization issued nndei this subchapter.

July 25,2018 (2:32:p.m.)
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“(1y) WAIVERS.—

(1) IN UENERAL—The Secretarvy may waive a
requirement under this. subehapter for a nongovern-
mental Earth observation activity, or for a twpe or
elass. of nongovernmental Earth observation activi-
ties, if the Scervetary decides that granting a waiver
is eonsistent with seetion 60121,

“2) STANDARDS.—NOt later than 120 days

after the date of enactment of the Space Frontier
Act of 2018, the Seerctary shall establish standards
for deterniining the de¢ minimis Barth observation
aetivities that would be eligible for a waiver under
paragraph (1).
“{¢) APPEICATION.—

“41) IN GENERAL-—A person seeking an au-

thorization under this subehapteér shall submit an

applieation to the Secrétary at such time, in such

manner, and containing such information as the Sec-
retary may require for the purposes deseribed 10 sec-
tion 60121, including—
“(A) a deseriptioni of the proposed Barth
observation activity, including—
“(1) a physical and funétional deserip-

tion of caeh space ohject;
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1 “(it) the orbital chavacteristics of cach
2 space objeet, ineluding altitude, inclination,
3 orbital period, and estimated opérational
4 lifetinie; aind
5 “(1ii) a list of the names of all persons
6 that have o will have direet operational or
7 financial c¢ontrol of the Harth observation
8 aetivityy
9 “(B) a plan to prevent orbital debris con:
10 sistent with the 2001 United States Orbital De-
11 bris Mitigation Standard Practices or any sub-
12 secent 'rex__ﬁsi’on thereof; axd
13 “((M a deseiiption of the capabilitics of
14 each Instrument to be used to obscrve the
15 Earth in the conduet of the Earth observation
16 activity.
17 “(2) APPLICATION STATUS,—Not Iater than 14
18 days after the date of receipt of an application, the
19 Secretary shall make a determination whether the
20 application is complete or incomplete and notify- the
21 applicant of that determination, ineluding, if' ineom-
22 Plete, the reason the application is inconiplete..
23 “() REVIEW.—
24 “(1) INn GENERAL.—Not later than 120 _tlays
25 after the date that the Secretary makes a determina-

July:25, 5018 (2:32.p.m.)
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tion urder subsection ( ¢)(2) that an application is
(3(-)11}1‘-}1(_3t0, the Secretary shall review all information
provided in that applieation and, subject to the pro-
visiohs of thi§ subsection, notify the applicant in
writing whether the application was approved ov de-
nied.

“(2) APPROVALS.—The Secretary shall approve
an applicgtion under thiy subseetion if the Secrétary
determines that—

“(A) the Earth observation ‘activity is-con-
sistent with ‘the purposes deseribed i section
60121; and

“(B) the applicant is in compliance, and
will continue to. comply, with this subehapter,
meluding regulations.

“(3) DENIALS.—

“A) IN @BNERAL-—IE an  application
under this subsection is denied, the Seerétary—

“(1) shall inelude in the mnotification

under paragraph (1)—

(1) a reason for the denial; and
“(II) a deseription of cach defi-
cieney, meluding guidance on how o

correct the deficiency;
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“(ii) 'shall sign the notification under
paragraph (1);
“(0i) may not delegate the duty under
clause (i1); and
“(iv) shall subpiit to the Committee
on Conmieree, Science, and Transportation
of the Senate and the Clommittee on
;Sei_én*ee, S}.)a“_ce,. and Techinology of the
Iouse of Representatives a dopy of the no-
tification.
“(B) INTERAGENGY REVIEW.—If; during
the réview of an application under paragraph

(1), the Séeretary consults with the head. of an-

otherr Federal department or agency and that
. . 1 . £CLEY

head of another Federal department or agency
dois not support approving the application—
“(i) that head of another Federal de-
partment or agency-—

*“(1) not. later than 90 dayvs after
the date of the eonsultation, shiall no-
tify the Seeretary, m writing, of the
reason for withholding support, in-
cluding a -description of eagh defi-
¢leney and guidance on how to corréet

the deficiency;
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“(II) shall sign the notification
nnder subelause (I1); and
“(II1) may not delegate the duty
under subelanse (IT); and
“i) the Seeretary shall include the
notification under clause (1) 15 the notifica-
tion under paragraph (1), including clagsi-
fied mmformation if the applicant has the
required seearity elearance for that classi-
fied information.

“((7) INTERAGENCY ASSENTS.—If the head

of another Federal department or agency does
not notify the Secretary under subparagraph
(B))(I) within the time speafied n that sub-
paragraph, that head of another Federal de-
partment or agency shall be -deemied to have as-
sented to the applieation.
“(D)  DEFICIENCIES.—The  Seerctayy
shall—
(1) provide each applicant under this.
paragraph with a reasonable opportunity—
“(I) to correct cach deficiency
identified undar subparagraph

(A (L) and
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“{4) DEADLINE,

“(11) to resubmit a eorvected ap-
plication for recongideration; and

“(ii) 7ot later than 30 days after the
date of reedipt of a corrected application
under elause {1)(I1), make a determination,
m consultation with each head of another
Federal department or agency that sub-
mitted a notification under subparagraph
(B}, whether to approve the appliéation or
not.

“(1) IMPROPER BASIS FOR DENIAL.—

“(i)  CoMPETITION.—The Secretary
shall 1ot deny an application under this
subsection m ovder to protect any existing
BEarth observation aetivity from competi-
101,

“Oiy CAPABILITIES —Theé  Secretary
shall net, to the maxmum extent prae-
ticable, deny an application under this sub-
section based solely on the capabilities of
the avth observation activity # those ca-

pahilities areé commereially available.

If the Seevetary does not 1io-

tifv anr applicant m writing hefore the applicable

deadline under parvagraph (1), the Seeretary -shall,
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nat later than 1 business day after tlie date of the

applicable deadline, netify the Committee on Com=
meree, Science, and Transportation of the -Senate
and the Committee on Science, Space;, and Teeli-
nology of the Tlouse of Representatives of the status
of the applcation, -i_l'l(fh1di1.1g"[]1& reason the deadline
was not met.

*{5) EXPEDITED REVIEW PROCESS—Subjeet to
paragraph (2), the Secretary may modify the re-

quirements under this subsection, as the Sceretary

considers appropriate, to expedite the rveview of an

application that seeks to econduct an Earth observa-
tion activity that iy substantially similar to an Barth
observation activity _ah'_ea_dy licensed under this sub-
chapter.

“{¢) ADDITIONAL REQUIREBMENTS.—An -duthoriza-

tion issued under this subchapter shall require the author-

18 1zed person—

19
20
21
22
23

25

July 25; 2018 (2:32 p.m.}

“(1) fo be in compliance with this subchapter;

“(2) to netify the Secretary of any significant
change in the information contained i the appliea-
t1ow; and

“3) to make available to the government of

any  country, including the TUnitedd States,

unenhanced data colleeted by the Earth ebservation
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gystem concerning the tervitory under the jurisdie-

tion of that government as soon. as such data are
available and oen reasonable commercial terms and

conditions.

“§ 60125, Annual reports

“(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days after

the date of enactment of the Space Frontier Act of 2018,
and am'l_ual_]_y thereafter, the Seeretary shall submit to the
Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation of
the Senate and the Committee on Secience, Space, and
Teelmology of the House of Representatives a veport on

the progress in iinplementing this subchapter, including—

“(1) a list of all applications received or pend-

ing i the previous calendar year and the status of

each sueh dpplication;

“(2) riotwithstanding paragraph (4) of $eetion
60124(d), a list of all applications, in the previous
cilendair year, for which the Secretary missed the
deadline under paragraph (1) of that seetion, nclud-
ing the reasons the deadline was net met; and

“(3) a deseription of all actions taken by the
Secretary under the adniinistrative authority grant-

od undey section 60123,
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l () CLASSIFIED ANNEXES,

Hach report under sal-
section {a) may include classified annexes as necessary to
protect the diselosuie of sensitive or elassified mformation.
“(¢) CESSATION OF EFFECTIVENESS.—This seetion
ceases 1o be effective September 30, 2021,
“$60126. Regulations
“The Seeretary shall promulgate végulations to im-
plemeirt. this subchapter.

“$60127. Relationship to other executive agencies

=2 - T - B B S U S S DU

[va—

and laws

—_—

“(ta) EXECUTIVE AGENCIES.—Except as provided in.

Pt
2

this subehapter or chapter 509, or any activity regulated

[y
w

by the Federal Communications Commission under tlie

i
i

Communieations Act of 1934 (47 1.8, 151 et seq.), a

Ln

person is not required to obtain frony an executive agency

ot
)

a ligense, approval, waiver, or-exémplion to coniduet a non-

fa—
~

governmental Barth observation activity.

S
o0

“h)y Runk ok CoNgTRUCTION.—This subchapter

—t
N

does not. affect the authority of—

b
)

“(1) the Federal Communications Commission

nnder the Communieations Aet of 1934 (47 UK.

N b
[

151 et R®EQ. )7 Or

b2
Lid

“(2) the Secretary of Transportation under

2

chapter 509 of this title.

July 25, 2018 (2:32 p.m.)
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Y(e) NONAPPLICATION.—This subchapter does not
-_a.pply to anyv space activity the United States. Government
earries. out for the Government.”; and.
(3) by amending section 60147 to read us. fol-
Jows:

%8 60147, Consultation

“(a) CONSULTATION WITII SECRETARY O0F Di-

FENSE~—The Landsat Pregram Mandgement shall eon-

sult with the Seeretary of Defense on all matters relating:

to the Tuandsat Program under this e¢hapter that. affect na-

tional seeurity. The Secvetary of Detense shall be respon-

sible for determining tliose conditions, eonsistant withi this-

chapter, hecessary to meet national seeurity concerns of
the United States and for netifying the Landsat Program

Managenient of sueh conditions.

“(Iy), CONSULTATION WITH SECRETARY OF STATE.

“(1) IN GBENERAL—The Landgat P:r.(i_)'gr_am
Managenient shall consult with the Secretavy of
State on all matters velating to the Landsat Pro-
gram under this chapter: that atfeet international ob-

ligations. The Seeretary of State shall be responsible

for detérmining those conditions, consistent with this

chapter; necessary to meet international obligations

and policies of the United States and for notifying

July'25, 2018 (2:32 pim.)
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1 the Landsat Program Management of such condi-

2 tions. .

3 “(2Y INTERNATIONAL AID.—Appropriate United

4 States Government agencies are authorvized and en-

5 eouraged to provide remote sensing data, technglogy,

6 and training to developing- nations as a component.

7 of programs of international aid,

8. U3) REPORTING DISCRIMINATORY DISTRIBI-

9 TION ~The Secretary of State shall promptly report
10 to the Landsat Program Management any instances
11 outside the United States of diseriminatory distribu-
12 tion of Liandsat data..
13 “(¢) -SraTUs REPorT —The Landsat Program Man-
14 agement shall, as often as necessary, provide to Congress
15 complete and updated mformation about the status of on-
16 going operations of the Landsat system, including: timely
17 notifieation of decisions made with respect to the Liandsat
18 gystem in order to meet national seenrity concerns and
19 international obligations and policies of the United States
20 Government.”.
21 (h) TABLE OF CoNTENTS.—The table of contents of
22 c¢hapter 601 of title 51, United States Code, is amended
23 Dy striking the items relating to subehapter 1T and inseit-
24 ing the following:

FSTRCHAPTER NT—AUTHORIZATION OF NONGOVERNMENTAL EXRTH
(BSEEVATION ACTIVITIES.

July 25,2018 {2:32 p.m.)
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60121, Purposes.

“60122, General -anthority,

50123, Admib sistrative authority of Seerctary,

nG0124, 1_\1|__tl'1mizati'on to conduct nongovermuental Earth obseryation activities:
“G0O125. Aunual reports.

G126, Regolations,

“H0127. Relationshiyy to other excintive adencios.amd faws.™,

(¢) RULE 0F CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in this see-

tionr or the amendments made by this seetion shall affect

any license, or application for a lieense, to operate a pri-

vate remote sensing space system that was made under

subehapter 1II of '@1"121:’1‘.)_‘5'@.11_' 601 of title 51, United States

Code {(as in effect before the date of enactment of this
Act), before the date of enactment. of this Act. Sueh li-
cense shall continue to e srﬂ}j__‘ec_‘t to the requirements to
whieh suelr license was subject under that chapter as in
affect on tlie day before the date of enactment of this Act.

TITLE [II—MISCELLANEQUS
SEC. .301. PROMOTIN_G FAIRNESS AND COMPETITIVENESS

FOR NASA PARTNERSHIP OPPORTUNITIES.

{a) SENSE oF CongrEss.—It is the sense 6f Con-
g1ess that—

(1) fair access to available NASA assets and
services on a reimbursable, noninterferenece, equi-
table, and predictable basis is advantageous in ena-
bling the United States commereial space industry;

(2) NASA should continue to promote fairmess
to all parties and engure hest value to the Federal

Government in granting use of NASA assets, serv-

July 28, 2018.(2:32 p:m.)
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iees, and capabilities In.a manner that cobtributes 0
NASA's missions and ohjectives; and

(3) NASA should contimue to promote small
biisiness awareness and paiticipation through advo-
cacy and collaborative efforts with internal and ex-
ternal partners, stakeholders, and academia.
() GUIDANCE FOR SMALL BUSINESS DPARTICIPA-

The Administrator of NASA shall—

(1) provide: opportunities for the consideration
of small Dbusiness coneerns during publie-private
partnershipy planning processes and in public-private
partnersliip plans;

(2). invite the participation of caeh velevant di-
rector of an Office of Small and Disadvantaged
Business Utilization under section 15(k) of the
Small Business Act 915 U.S.C. 644(k) in public-pri-
vate partnership planming proeésses aid provide the
director-aceess to publie-private partnership plans;

(3) not. later than 90 days after the date of en-
actment of this Act—

(A) identify and establish a list of all

NASA assets, sdiviees, and capabilities that ave

available, o will be available, for publie-private

partnership opportunities; and
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1 ({I3) make the list under subparagraph {A)
2 available on NABA's website, in a searchable
3 format;

4 {4) petodically as needed, but not less than
5 once per vear, update the list and website under
6 paragraph (3); and

¥ {5) mnot later than 180 days after the date of
8 enaetnient” of this Act; develop a poliey and issue
9 guidanee- for a congistent, fair; and equitable method
10 for scheduling and establishing priority of use of the
11 NASA assets, services, and capabilities identified
12 urnider this subsection.

13 () STRENGTHENING SJMALL BUSINESS A\;\&\}{E-.

14 NEgS—Not later than 180 days after the date of eilact-
15 ment of this Act, the Administrator of NASA shall des-

16 ighate an official at each NASA Center—

17 (1) to serve as an advocate for small businesses.
18 within the office that manages partuerships at each
19 Center; and

20 (2) to provide guidance to small businesses. on
21 liow to participate m publie-private parthership op-
22 portunities with NASA.

23 SEC. 302, LEASE OF NON-EXCESS PROPERTY.

24 Seetion 20145(h) of title 51, United States Code, 1s.

25 amended—

July 25,2018 (2:32 p.m.)
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1 (1) in the heading, by striking “Casit CONSID-
2 ERATION” and inserting “CONSIDERATION; and

3 (2} pavagraph (1}—

4 (A) in subparagraph (A); by inserting “IN
5 GENERAL" before “A person’’; and

6 (B) by amending subparagraph (B) to read
7 as follows:

8 “IB) IN-KIND CONSIDERATION.—Notwith-
9 standing subparagraph (A), the Administrator
10 may aceept in-kind eonsideration for leases en-
11 tered into forthe purpose of developing—
12 “(1) renewable énergy production fa-
13 eilities; and
14 “@i)  space sector industrial infra-
15 structure and business factlities that the
16 Administrator determines would advance
17 nafional security inteiests or civil space ca--
18 pabilities.”,

19 SEC. 303. SENSE OF CONGRESS ON MAINTAINING A NA-

20 'TIONAL LABORATORY IN SPACE.

21 It is the sense-of Congress that—

22 (1) the Unitéd States segment of the ISS {des-
23 ignated a national laboratory under section 70905 of
24 title 51, United States Code)—

July 28, 2018 (232 _p_.-m;j'
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{A) benefits the scientifie community and
promotes commerce in Space;

(B) fosters stronger relationships among
NASA and other Federal agencies, the private
sector, and research groups-and universities;

{C) advances science, techmology, engineer-
ing, and. wathematics education through utiliza-
tion. ‘of the unique microgravity environinent;

ang

(D) advances human knewledge and inter-

natiotial cooperation;

(2) after the ISS i deconimissioned, the United
States should maintain a mational laboratory in
space;

(3) in maintaining a national laboratory de-
seribed in paragraph (2), the United States should
make appropriaté accommodations  for different
types of ownership and operational structures for
the ISS and future space stations;

(4) the national laboratory described in para-
araph (2) should be maintained bevond the date that
the ISS is decommiissioned and, if possible, in co-
operation with international space partners to the

extent practicable; and
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(5) NABSA should continue to support funda-
mental seience rescarch on future platforms in low-

Earth orbit and eis-lunar space.

SEC. 304. CONTINUATION OF THE ISS.

(a) CONTINUATION OF THE INTERNATIONAL SPACE
STATION.—Section 501(a) of the National Acronauties
and Space Administration Authorization Act of 2010 (42
U.8.C. 18351 (1)) is amended by striking <2024 and in-
serting “20307.

{h) MAINTENANCE OF THE UNITED STATES SEG-
MENT AND ASSURANCE. 0F CONTINUED QPERATIONS OF
THE INTERNATIONAL SPACE STATION. —Section 503(a) of-
the Natienal Aeronauties and Spaee Administration Au-
thovization Aet of 2010 (42 UK. 18353(a)) 18 amended
by striking “2024” and inserting “2030",

{¢) RESBARCH CAPACITY ALLOCATION AND INTE-
GRATION OF RESEAR(CH PayLoaDs—Section H04(d) of
the National Aeronautics and Space Administration An-
thorization Act of 2010 (42 T.S.CL 18354{d)) 18 amended
by striking “2024 each place it appears and inserting
“20307.

() MAINTAINING USE THROUGH AT LiEAST 2028 —
Section 70907 of title 51, United States Code, 18 aniended
by striking “2024” each place it appears and serting

“20307.

July 25,2018 (2:32 p.mil)



