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· Chairman Blumenthal, Ranking member Blunt, and members of the committee, I’m Mayor Sly James of Kansas City, Missouri.
· I’m a proud, lifelong Kansas Citian, a constituent of Senator Blunt’s and an advocate for multimodal transportation planning.   

· It’s an honor to be here today to talk with you all about transportation needs in cities like mine.

· The fact that the State of Missouri, and the City of Kansas City, sits in the middle of our country means we have unique transportation challenges and opportunities.

· We have approximately 6,300 lane miles of pavement within our City limits, and there are 1,379 miles of Interstates in the State of Missouri.

· Our metropolitan region also has more freeway-lane miles per capita than any other, and is one of five U.S. Cities where four Interstates connect.

· In addition, five major railroads serve Kansas City, and we are the largest rail hub in the nation in terms of volume.

· We have 90 miles of track in the metropolitan area, and there are 4,800 miles of railroad tracks in the State.

· I’ve just given you a lot of statistics, but those statistics are important to give perspective as to why multimodal transportation strategy is more than a good talking point - it’s essential for growth in communities across the nation, including Kansas City.

· Thoughtful, multimodal transportation strategy creates economic development opportunities by connecting our nation, by ensuring workers can get to their jobs, and by fostering economic activity along transportation lines.

· From a local perspective, we’ve already seen substantial economic development along our streetcar line, which is only in the early stages of construction.

· In addition to a multi-modal approach, the federal government’s role is critical to this effort.

· Cities and states need policymakers to enact long-term, multi-year solutions for transportation issues.

· Short-term solutions result in uncertainty, making planning and implementation costly.

· Key to this certainty is the issue of funding.

· Innovative solutions from Congress will go a long way toward helping Cities with long-term strategy.

· For example, my friend, Senator Blunt, is leading the way with his “Partnership to Build America” and BRIDGE Acts.

· Co-sponsored by another friend, Senator McCaskill, those bills would fund infrastructure projects through repatriation and a new infrastructure banks.

· I applaud these outside-the-box approaches to finding creative solutions for funding critical projects and programs.

· I also call that innovative leadership.

· Thank you for that, Senator.

· Whether it’s a gas tax increase, a repatriation of funding for an infrastructure bank, or a combination of potential solutions, we absolutely need certainty from a funding perspective.

· Also, equally important to a multi-modal, long-term strategy, is increasing local flexibility and decision-making.

· Cities and States are keenly aware of the local transportation needs of our citizens.

· Solutions to address these needs must include a comprehensive approach at the local level, which includes roadways, mass transit, bike and pedestrian-friendly routes, as well as freight routes.

· This is also why competitive federal grant programs like TIGER are so important - cities and States can apply for funding to target specific needs as part of an overall strategic approach.

· While MAP-21 made progress by providing states increased flexibility, our cities and local governments must too have a strong seat at the decision-making table.

· It only makes sense that the people closest to the projects should have a voice in the process.  

· Trust me, the residents of Kansas City know how to reach me to express their opinions.  

· Local leaders know the pulse of their communities.  

· That being said, I feel strongly that local leaders can offer a tremendous amount of insight on transportation projects.

· I applaud this Committee’s close examination and efforts toward finding ways to tackle these difficult issues.

· Transportation is not a partisan issue - it is an American issue.

· And it is one of those issues will impact communities and individuals for generations to come.

· Thank you again, Chairman Blumenthal, Ranking member Blunt, and members of the committee for this opportunity, and I will be happy to answer any questions you might have.
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