TESTIMONY BY REP. TIM ROEMER BEFORE
THE SENATE COMMERCE COMMITTEE, APRIL 26, 2001

Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman. | appreciate the opportunity to testify
before your Committee today in support of legisation to prohibit legal betting on college
athletics. | thank you for the leadership which you, Sen. Brownback and others have
provided on thisissue.

Over the years, college sports have become an integral part of our American
culture. More people than ever play and watch college sports. They do so because
college sports are exciting and unpredictable, and most of all, because they arereal. The
outcomes are decided by the players and coaches, not scripted by bettors or bookies.

Today, sports betting is creating a dark cloud over college athletics. As the sports
betting business grows, so too does the pressure on college athletes to miss a shot or drop
apass or otherwise tip the outcome of agame. If we ever reach the point where people
begin to doubt that college games are being played fairly, or that the outcomes are honest,
it will be the end of amateur athletics as we know it. We'll have the Worldwide
Wrestling Federation instead.

There are three reasons why we should pass legidation to prohibit legal betting on
high school and college athletics:

1. It'swrong to bet on teenagers. There are many forms of legalized gambling in
America, such as state-run lotteries, but none of them involve betting on teenagers. This
legislation would not prohibit legal betting on professional sports, which are played
primarily by adults. It would simply put the segment of amateur athletics that is played
predominantly by teenagers off-limits to legal betting. Thisis the responsible thing to do.

2. Coaches, players and university presidents--the ones most directly affected by
sports betting--overwhelmingly support this legislation. They know firsthand how
difficult it isto deal with the pressures of gambling, and the threat which sports betting
poses to the integrity of their athletic programs. We should listen to the people who
know best.

3. You can't wage an effective war against illegal gambling, or even expect
people to take this problem serioudly, as long as the government sanctions legal betting in
Nevada. | agree that we need to do a better job of enforcing existing laws against illegal
gambling. But the fact is, gambling on student-athletes, whether legal or illegal,
threatens the integrity of college sports. You can't address one part of the problem
without the other.

Asformer U.S. Senator and basketball star Bill Bradley stated in his testimony
before the National Gambling Impact Study Commission: "State-sanctioned sports
betting conveys the message that sports are more about money than persona achievement
and sportsmanship.” | agree with Sen. Bradley that the values and integrity of amateur
athletics are worth fighting for, and | urge the Committee to pass this bill. Thank you.
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