Tracy Dodds
Senate Committee Hearing
April 26, 2001

| am hereto address the subject of the publication of college point spreaedsin
hundreds of publications across the country.

It's asubject sports editors have been debating for the past severd years.

I've been in the middle of it asthe sports editor a The Audtin
American-Satesman and now asamember of the sports S&ff a The Clevdand
Fan Deder.

The publication of the callege line became an issue for uswhen the NCAA's
basketbd | committee considered aplan to coerce gports editors to Sop
publishing theline. At thetime, | was an officer of the gorts editors

nationa organization, the Associated Press Sports Editors (APSE). Now, | don't
know if any of you have ever attempted to coerce a newspgper editor not to
publish something - but | don't adviseit. It doesn't work. Y ou push that button
and you're going to hear dl about the Hrst Amendment. Y oure going to see
editorsdigging in their heds and cdling ther lavyers

Of course, you know dl about the Fird Amendment, so | won't give that speech
now - except to issue the disdlamer that | can't Soesk for other gports editors
or other newspapers. Each newspaper hasthe right to decideits own editorid
content.

What | CAN do, what | am hereto do, is share with you the postionsand
atitudes of the gports editors who have been embrailed in these discussons

Ever ncethe NCAA chdlenged the sports editors to examine ther polides and
fallow their good judgment, the isue has been coming up a our netiond
conventions and in our nevdetter.

We have seen some top pulblications discontinue publication of the callegeline,
induding The New Y ork Times and The Sporting News Frgt on thet front was The
Washington Pogt, which am told has never published the callegelline,

The Los Angdes Times has scdled way back, publishing only the college footbdl
ling, and that only once aweek indeed of dally. | asked Bill Dwyre, sports
editor of The L.A. Times, why hewould digtinguish between footbdl and
basketball. He said he would like to drop dl betting lines-- for all the
reasons the NCAA has put forward about why betting on college gportsisa
problem - but he acknowledges some informationd vaueto thefootbdl lines As



he put it, "Knowing Texasisfavored by 3 paints over Texas A&M tdlsmealot
about the rdaive srengths of the two teams A 3-point soreed in basketball is
good for nothing but gambling - and that's not legd in Cdifornia

What the L.A. Times has done is Strike a compromise between the two sSdes of the
Issue asit ismogt often broken down by sports editors. On one hand, we are nat
adting respongbly when we publish abetting line knowing full wel thet it is

going to be usad for illegd gambling; but on the other hand, we arein the
busness of giving our reeders the information they want, because if we dont,

they'll get it dsewhere.

We arein competition not just with other newspapers but with tdevison and the
internet.

When | was asked to drop the Latest Line from the Audin American-Statesman, |
was torn.

Persondly, | dont think it isright for usto publish college betting

information. And I'm nat saying thet to take amord Stance againg gambling.
People who want to gamble can find legd outlets But having covered college
goorts for decades, knowing wht it'slike for thase kids on campus, knowing the
presence of bookies in the fraternities and dorms, knowing what amigtakein
judgment could cost those young ahletes, | am of the bdief that the NCAA is
not arying wolf. Thereisared crigs pending for college sports

| continued publication of the Latest Line because | was agports editor inthe
middle of Texas, adate crazy for college sports, & anewspaper trying to
compete with Ddlas, Sen Antonio and Hougton. All of those newspapers publish
theline

| am now on the g&ff of Ohio'slargest newspaper, The Flain Deder. We publish
the Latest Line because our readers expect it and because the sports editor, Roy
Hewitt, is of the bdlief that information cannat beillegd.

Thelineis st in Las Vegas, where betting on college gportsislegd. We are

amply tdling our reeders what the gamblers there are doing. But if gambling

were NOT legd anywherein the United States? Would we seek out information from
bookies conducting anillegd busness? The Plain Deder would not.

What | have heard from other sports editors leads me to bdieve that most
newspapers would take the same position and sop publishing college betting
lines - which would teke away the legitimacy college gambling gets from being
induded in daily newspgpers



